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The Star is generally published monthly by Congregation Beth Elohim and is 
mailed at Acton, MA. To request a subscription call Congregation Beth Elohim at 
978"263"3061 or write to P. O. Box 2218, Acton, MA 01720.

The deadline posted in the previous monthÕs issue, is generally the 15th of the 
previous month, slightly earlier in case of holidays.

Material for inclusion in The Star may be submitted:

¥ by disk with hardcopy printout;

¥ via email: rbecker@owl.com (receipt acknowledged);

¥ as camera ready or handwritten copy; or

¥ by FAX: call Congregation Beth Elohim or the editor.
Receipt of material can be veriÞed by calling the editor after the deadline.
Editor: Bob Becker 978"263"8097.

CBE Sisterhood Presents:

AN EVENING OF
MUSIC, DINNER AND FUN

January 23, 2010 from 7:00-11:00!PM
ENTERTAINMENT BY

Yoko Miwa Trio www.yokomiwa.com and 
Fernando Holz Band www.fernandoholz.com

Dinner entrŽes include salad, dessert, coffee/tea
$35/pp for pasta entrŽes, $40/pp for salmon entrŽe

Cover charge and tip included with dinner.
Alcohol and soda not included.

! Limited seating, so book now!
! Deadline: January 17th

Make check out to:  CBE Sisterhood

Mail to: Arlene Weiss 25 Stoneymeade Way, Acton
Questions: contact Doris Goldstein 

devorahdoragoldstein@gmail.com
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President!s Message
Linda Minkoff
minkoffls@aol.com

Happy New Year!
We are a society blessed, or perhaps cursed, with 

constantly-evolving opinions and ideas, and ever-
increasing ways to communicate them. Despite these 
changes, some ideas seem to remain Þxed, such as 
the fear, distrust and targeting of others not like us, 
regardless of how ÒweÓ deÞne ourselves. In No-
vember, on the day after the American holiday dedi -
cated to being grateful for the bounty and the free-
doms that we have in this country, we at Beth Elo-
him received a grim reminder that, for some, the 
mere fact of our existence is still cause for wanton 
acts of destruction and vandalism. We are fortunate 
that this recent expression of hatredÑfor there is no 
getting around the fact that is what it wasÑcaused 
no physical harm to persons or property, but it also 
served to illustrate that as Jews in America we are 
not yet truly free. The police, the community at large 
and now the media have risen up in support of our 
community and in condemnation of our would-be 
oppressors (see http://tinyurl.com/Beacon-20091218). 
And although we are conÞdent that all of our stan -
dard security measures are sufÞcient to protect us, 
the Board of Directors is examining new options for 
enhanced protection. We need not be fearful to be 
vigilant, yet nor should we allow one thoughtless act 
of ignorance cause us to question our value to the 
larger community. 

On a happier note, last monthÕs wonderful Ha-
nukkah celebration brought our community to -
gether for a joyous and tasty afternoon. The latkes 
were ßowing freely and our kitchen may retain that 
wonderful aroma for months to come. Many thanks 
to Rabbi Mintz who led us in prayer and song, and 
to Laura Kelmar who organized the event once 
again, along with Don and Marcy Hoban and An -
drew and Susan Gruskay, and their children, and the 
countless others who contributed to making this 
event a delightful holiday treat for all. 

At this time of year the Board of Directors be-
gins to plan for next year; we begin the task of Þnd-
ing new members to Þll the capable shoes of depart-
ing members of the Board (positions are term-
limited). If you have the interest and inclination to 
support your community by service on the Board, 
now is the time to come forward! Time cannot be a 
factor in your decision, for none of us have the time, 
and yet we all manage to give just what is needed to 
keep our organization running smoothly. If you are 
called, please ask yourself Òwhy not me?Ó And if 
you are interested, donÕt wait to be called! As I have 
often said, service on the Board of Directors is an 
honor and a privilege, and the only ÒskillÓ you need 
bring is your dedication and desire to participate. 
The recent incident reminds us that, as a community, 
we need to support each other by working together 
in celebration and harmony. Happy JanuaryÑstay 
warm!! ✡
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Schedule of Services

Friday,! January! 1! 6:30! PM! Shabbat Service for Young Children; Tot Shabbat##
Saturday,! January! 2! 10:00! AM! Shabbat Torah Study
Friday,! January! 8! 8:00! PM! Shabbat Evening Service #ÑTwo Cantors and One Rabbi
Saturday,! January! 9! 10:00! AM! Shabbat Service##ÑZachary Kiihne Bar Mitzvah
Saturday,! January! 9! 10:00! AM! Junior Congregation
Friday,! January! 15! 8:00! PM! Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday,! January! 16! 10:00! AM! Shabbat Service##ÑYonah Joffe Bat Mitzvah
Friday,! January! 22! 8:00! PM! Shabbat Evening Service
Saturday,! January! 23! 10:00! AM! Shabbat Service##ÑRyan Cheyney Bar Mitzvah
Friday,! January! 29! 7:30! PM! Tu B'shevat Evening Service #ÑScholar-in-Residence: 

Rabbi Natan Margalit, "You Made Everything with 
Wisdom: The Spiritual Path of Zero Waste"

Saturday,! January! 30! 10:00! AM! Shabbat Torah StudyÑScholar-in-Residence: Rabbi Natan 
Margalit, "Tu B'shvat: Beyond the Birthday of Trees"

Sunday,! January! 31! 8:30! AM!Shacharit Minyan
# - Denotes services conducted by both Rabbi and Cantor.

mailto:minkoffls@aol.com?subject=The%20Star,%20January%202010
mailto:minkoffls@aol.com?subject=The%20Star,%20January%202010
http://tinyurl.com/Beacon-20091218
http://tinyurl.com/Beacon-20091218


The People of Chelm Want To KnowÉ
Bob Ferrara
978Ð263Ð8642

The long and rich history of Judaism is so much 
more accessible to everyone today, even to the sto-
ried people of Chelm. Members of our MeÕah and 
adult education classes have studied this abundant 
past and wanted to share what we have learned 
with others who might also enjoy it. So this column 
was devised and each month there are three ques-
tions, usually from different eras. Most are fairly 
difÞcult questions, and you should be congratulated 
for trying to wrestle with any of them. These three 
are questions from this column several years ago. If 
you donÕt know an answer, you will Þnd it on page 
8. Please share your new knowledge with your 
neighbors, fellow congregants, and especially the 
people of Chelm.

1.#The peak of the winter rainy season in Israel is 
fast approaching and with it the festival of Tu BÕshe-
vat. This year it falls on January 30, and it is a day 
for planting trees, especially by schoolchildren. The 
Jewish religion is suffused with practices that cele-
brate its connection to the land and gratitude for 
natureÕs bounty. In the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses 
tells the people, Òthe Lord your God is bringing you 
into a good landÉÒ and then proceeds to name the 
Òseven speciesÓ which grow in Israel. Which of these 
do you think are listed among the seven species: 
honey, corn, Þgs, lemon trees, barley, dates, pome-
granates, apples, olive trees, or tomatoes? 

2.#Russian repression of Jews has a long and 
dismal history. Long before the Soviets, the Tsarist 

bureaucracy institutionalized discrimination against 
this minority. The Imperial Russian statutes govern -
ing the treatment of Jews ran to over 1000 pages. It is 
no wonder Jews ßed Russia in such numbers after 
the worst pogroms began in 1881. Over two million 
immigrated just to the United States in the next few 
decades. But why did they live in such a repressive, 
hostile country in the Þrst place? Which of these an-
swers is most correct: 1)#the earlier Tsars were more 
beneÞcent to the native Jewish population; 2)# the 
Jews were a concern to Russia only after their num-
bers increased there after ßeeing persecution in 
Germany; or 3)# the Jews became Russian charges 
only after the annexation of Polish territory?

3. Despite the divisiveness of very recent history, 
we should remember that at a more fundamental 
level there is much in common between Judaism 
and Islam. Like all the worldÕs great religions, these 
faiths profess respect and wonder for all GodÕs crea-
tions, a concern for social justice, and commitment 
to help the needy and oppressed. With common 
Middle Eastern origins, they also share a Semitic 
heritage. Both Arabic, in which the QurÕan was Þrst 
recorded, and Hebrew, the language of the Torah, 
are Semitic languages. In these tongues, the basic 
meaning of most words is derived from a particular 
arrangement of a few consonants. For example, the 
group ShLM in Hebrew (Shin, Lamed, Mem) carries 
the meaning of peace as in the Hebrew Òshalom.Ó 
Can you think of some common Arabic-derived 
words where this same group, ShLM, appear? Going 
in the other direction, can you think of any Hebrew 
words which share a common origin with the Arabic 
name for God, Allah?! ✡
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How to Reach Us
Telephone

The synagogue telephone number is 
978"263"3061. Individuals can be reached at these 
extensions:

Rabbi Mintz! 2
Cantor Spierer! 7
Judy Budiansky! 1
Leann Shamash! 3

Web Site
Our congregat ion web si te, 

www.bethelohim.org, includes the online 
edition of The Star  as well as a variety of other 
information including the bookstore link 
(Amazon.com) and a form for making a 
donation.

Paper Crafting Social
Interested in paper crafts? Scrapbooking? 

Card making? Want to share this activity with 
some friends? 

The Social Committee is sponsoring an op-
portunity for anyone and everyone to come 
together to enjoy an evening of paper crafting. 
Experienced and just need a place to hang out 
to craft? Bring your own supplies and work on 
your own projects. Want to start a new hobby? 
Join others to see what this is all about. Of 
course, there will always be snacks provided. 
We are hoping to make this a monthly activity. 

If this is something that you may be inter -
ested in, please contact Barbara Green at 
978"263"5752 or greenwhitbeck@yahoo.com 
so you can be on the evite list. 
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From the Librarian"s Desk
Martin Segal
library@bethelohim.org

After three years of work I am 
very excited to be able to tell you 
that the database for the CBE Li-
brary Catalogue is now in Þne 
shape and ready for your use.

When you go to the Beth Elo-
him web site, you will Þnd the Library and the 
Library Catalogue under the Education drop-
down menu.

When you use the computer on the LibrarianÕs 
desk, wake up the computer and register as Guest1. 
Type in the password cbelibrary and you will 
Þnd the icon for the Catalogue in the center of the 
screen.

Either at home or in the Library click on 
ÒControl/FÓ and a small pop-up window will ap -
pear where you enter the author, title, or subject you 
are looking for, and by repeatedly clicking on ÒnextÓ 
you will Þnd all the entries for that word.

When you have completed using the computer 
on the LibrarianÕs desk, please log off and please 
never turn off the CPU. 

As always, please address any questions to me.
Every writing I have informed you of the thanks 

and appreciation I have for the many CBE techni-
cians who have helped to make all this possible. 

Matt Kontoff has been responsible, with the help 
of the members of the CBE web site staff (particu-
larly Michele Barabash and Bob Becker) for making 
it possible to send the Catalogue to CBEÕs web site. 
This process took him many, many hours of patience 
and hard work. 

I am in debt to all the ÒtechiesÓ who have helped 
to get the CBE Library on line and useful. Thanks to 
them for their compassion and patience with many 
issues. I hope all of you will take advantage of this 
Þne new resource.

Inventory of the Library is continuing, guided 
by Sandy Haber, who has both extensive knowledge 
of the process and patience. We could use other vol-
unteers to work on individual projects on their own 
time and pace. Please let me know if you can help 
out.

No Library article would be complete without 
another plea for everyone to look throughout their 
households for books that belong to CBE and to re-
turn them quickly. All returns go into the cabinet 
outside the Library doors.

Your contribution of books are always welcome: 
some will go into the collection, and some will go 
out for sale. The sale books change frequently, and 
as of now there is a great new selection from which 
to choose. I ask you to remember that books that are 
moderately new and in good condition should go 
for more than the usual $1.00. In addition, your 
monetary donations to the Library Fund in honor of, 
or memory of, someone dear to you are our only 
sources of revenue.

 New books to our collection are featured on the 
bookshelves as you enter the Library.  Bernice Lerner 
was the speaker at NovemberÕs Jewish Book Month 
observance. Her book, The Triumph of Wounded Souls, 
answers some of the questions I have always had 
about the survivors of the GermansÕ internment 
camps. How did those people become rehabilitated 
and rejoin society. While the book does tell us about 
the experiences in the camps, it also traces the slow 
steps that these men and women had in becoming 
whole again, continuing their education, and becom -
ing contributing members of society. Some lost their 
sense of Jewishness altogether, some held on to a bit 
of it, and some returned to an observant life. Because 
they were all young during WWII you will be sad -
dened by their misery but rejoice with what they 
became, and also come closer to an understanding of 
why it is still so difÞcult for them to talk about their 
years in the camps.! ✡
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Please join us in worship
as our son and brother, Ryan,

is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah, 
January 23, 2010, 10:00#AM.

Roland, Karen & Hannah Cheyney

Dr. Marsha Mirkin Returns
Dr. Marsha Mirkin, PhD will return to Con -

gregation Beth Elohim on Thursday, March 18 at 
7:30#PM. This event is cosponsored by Congre-
gation Beth Elohim Sisterhood, and the Nashoba 
Valley Chapter of Hadassah. Dr. Mirkin will 
draw us into a story that will teach us about de -
veloping empathetic relationships, and the perils 
we encounter along the way. Cost: $5 and #light 
refreshments will be served. This event is open 
to the public. 

For information and to RSVP by email for 
planning purposes, please contact Doris Gold-
stein at devorahdoragoldstein@gmail.com 
or Michelle Jacob at mjacob4008@aol.com.
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A PanimWorks Experience
Hannah GilÞx

Last February, I traveled with four other CBE 
members to Washington DC and participated in Pa-
nim El Panim, the Institute for Jewish Leadership 
and Values. It was an incredible experience and 
positively changed my life. I had the opportunity to 
lobby in Nikki TsongasÕ ofÞce, speak to and learn 
from the homeless, and become close friends with 
several people in only a few short days. I enjoyed 
myself so much that I decided to apply for and even -
tually go on another Panim adventure over the 
summer. 

PanimWorks takes a group of Jewish teens to the 
southwest USA in the four-corner region. There, 
they spend a week living and helping on a Native 
American reservation, then spend another week liv -
ing in the mountains of Colorado. The programÕs 
main goals include cross-cultural exchange, the 
study of Jewish morals, and community service.

My group of 20 teenagers, from states like Cali-
fornia, New York, Connecticut, Ohio, Georgia, and 
Washington DC, joined together at the end of June. 
The trip began with a visit to the Òbase camp,Ó the 
start and end point for all expeditions, where we all 
met each other and bonded as a group. After a day, 
we loaded up two vans and headed out on a six 
hour car ride out of Colorado and all the way down 
to New Mexico. 

One of the Þrst things I noticed was the natural 
beauty. As we journeyed, the gigantic sand dunes 
and rock mounds were everywhere I looked, and the 
mountains stretched all around me. I snapped about 
50 pictures of the beauty, but none can equate to see-
ing what I saw in person. It was absolutely breath -
taking. 

 The reservation where we stayed belonged to a 
Navajo family in the village of Vanderwagon, New 
Mexico. The family consisted of a medicine woman, 
Merle, her husband, Larry, and their two small chil -
dren, Andrew and Shelby. Instead of a teepee as I 
had expected, the family lived in a small but surpris -
ingly sturdy grey framed house.

Merle and Larry owned and managed a vet -
eranÕs military park. Our work consisted mostly of 
helping with this park. In the grueling summer heat, 
we dug many holes for support beams to aid in the 
construction of a rest lodge. We also painted the out-
side of the hogan, a traditional Native American 
house-like building made from earth materials like 
mud and clay. Our group even lifted a 1000 pound 
tree log and placed it in one of the many holes we 

had dug!
Living with Native Americans offered me a 

glimpse into their life and culture. I learned about 
Native AmericanÕs beliefs and practices, such as 
their belief in heaven but not hell, that they pray to 
four sacred mountains, and that the Þve Þngers of a 
human hand symbolize Þre, water, air, prayer, and 
people. The Indians also believe very strongly in the 
evil of Òskin-walkers,Ó a term for a person who turns 
into any animal that he or she desires. Merle and 
LarryÕs daughter had tragically died a few years ago, 
and one of the many stories they told us involved 
Larry spending three days Þghting the Òskin-
walkersÓ in order to protect their daughterÕs soul. It 
was a very moving story and one that deÞnitely en -
hanced my knowledge of native-American life. 

One of my favorite memories of the trip was 
Òcircle.Ó Every night,  our group would come to-
gether after a hard dayÕs work and have a discussion 
on a chosen topic. We had a power object that 
changed every evening which we passed around the 
circle. Only the person with the object was allowed 
to speak, but the power object always went all the 
way around the circle so that everyone had the op-
portunity to speak. Our circle discussions were 
strong group bonding moments and were always 
fascinating. We would always sit outdoors, most of 
the time in clear view of huge mountains which 
shined with gorgeous reßections from the moon. 
Most people have never experienced absolute si-
lence like this, because there are always sounds from 
distant cars, clocks ticking, or people talking. How -
ever, during ÒcircleÓ in the middle of New Mexico, 
every one of us was able to hear silence, and it was 
stunning.

Shabbat was another very powerful experience, 
as few people can say that they celebrated this tradi-
tion on a Native American reservation. Our group 
had Jews representing Orthodox, Reform, and Con-
servative practices, and one of the PanimWorks 
leaders was also a rabbi. We had the amazing oppor-
tunity to say all our Friday night prayers in a teepee 
that we had helped erect and to make challah in a 
traditional mud oven that we had made earlier in 
the day. More importantly, we had the freedom to 
decide how we would set up and lead our Shabbat. 
We all went into the woods in secluded locations, 
and for two full hours we sat, observed nature, and 
just thought about life. I went in thinking I was go -
ing to be bored to death, but I actually loved every 
second of it because of the amount of self-reßection I 
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was able to do. On Saturday night, we joined to-
gether as a family for a beautiful Havdalah service, 
and even Merle and Larry participated. It was great 
seeing how open they were in learning about Juda-
ism and Jewish culture.

After spending a week with Larry and Merle, 
our group moved on to live in the Rocky Mountains. 
We were absolutely alone there in the open grass. 
For an entire week, we did not see a soul other than 
our group members and leaders. Our challenges 
were numerous. We cooked all of our meals and had 
to be resourceful with the supplies we had, and I 
even had the opportunity to eat a ßower salad. We 
had to purify water from the lake before using it. We 
slept on the hard ground in tents and had no real 
bathroom other than what Mother Nature provided. 
The temperatures in the high mountains were below 
freezing, and at night, I wore over Þve layers and 
was still cold.

Near the end of the trip when we were still in 
the mountains, each one of us was assigned a person 
in the group we knew a bit less than the others. It 
was called a ÒDyadic Encounter.Ó We received a list 
of questions that we had the option of asking the 
other person, and we were supposed to just talk to 
them for three hours. My partner and I sat on the 
grass in front of a huge, gorgeous mountain cliff. 
Despite barely knowing each other, we talked as if 
we had known each other forever. The three hours 
passed as if it had only been Þve minutes, and I am 
eternally thankful that we had this opportunity. Had 
I gone home without this conversation, I would have 
never known this wonderful person. I now consider 
my partner to be one of my best friends and some-
one who I consider family.

At the end of the trip, our group rejoined at base 
camp again and partook in an unforgettable Òsweat 
lodgeÓ experience. Without a doubt, it was one of 
the hardest things that I have ever done in my life. I 
endured unimaginable heat but had the support of 
my Panim family with me. It was an incredible spiri -
tual and purifying experience. We sang songs and 
talked and passed the time quickly. I learned that I 
could rely on myself, and I was actually sad to have 
the lodge come to an end because it symbolized the 
end of our journey together. 

In all, my PanimWorks experience taught me a 
lot about myself as I helped and learned from an-
other minority group. By observing this very differ -
ent lifestyle and belief system, I was also to learn a 
lot about myself. My appreciation for nature dou -

bled because I fully immersed myself in the out -
doors without the distraction of cell phones or 
iPods, something I had never done before. I also be-
came friends with people whom I now consider 
family. This trip deÞnitely changed my life, and I full 
heartedly recommend it to all CBE teenagers who 
want a summer experience different from regular 
summer camp. You will enhance your knowledge of 
Judaism, learn Þrsthand about a completely different 
culture inside the USA, and get a better feeling 
about yourself in the process. ! ✡

Brotherhood News
Don Hoban# Andrew Gruskay
978$635$9928# 978$266$2971
dmhbhomerun@aol.com # gruskay@verizon.net

brotherhood@bethelohim.org
January will be a light month as the only pro -

gram will be on January 31st which will be the 
Scholar-In-Residence Breakfast cosponsored with 
Sisterhood and Adult Education.

December was a busy month with two programs 
on the same day: a Brotherhood Breakfast in the 
morning with Rabbi Lewis talking about Jewish ex -
tremism in Israel followed up by the Chanukah 
Party in the evening. The Brotherhood, plus a few 
ÒassociateÓ members and kids from the school, 
made over 400 latkes for the celebration. Kudos go 
out to all of the kitchen help: Becka Kelmar, Emily 
Kelmar, Laura Kelmar, Asher Ryba, Sawyer Brown, 
Ben Jackson, Yonah Joffe, Mike Joffe, Marcy Hoban 
(Chef Extraordinaire), Marty Ryba, Hannah Honig, 
Matt Liebman, Ariella Honig, Linda Minkoff (The 
Pres.), Lesley Ochlis, Sue, Zoe and Andrew Gruskay.

Happy secular New Year!! ✡

January 2010! THE STAR! Congregation Beth Elohim

! - 7 -

A PanimWorks Experience  (continued)

Welcome Spring Auction
At CBE

February 6, 2010,  7 PM
Bargains! Bidding wars! Food! Fellowship!

All for just a $5 entrance fee

For questions or to donate items (to beneÞt 
CBE) such as sports tickets, signed memorabilia, 

professional services, merchandise, home 
cooked food, gift cards, vacation homes, contact 
Amy Jackson at TheJacksonFive@charter.net 

or 978"456"8399
For help with baby sitting contact Miriam 

Zyskind Mzyskind2@gmail.com or 978"318"3988.
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Answers For the People of Chelm 
and Any Other Curious Souls

1.#Per the advice of Hillel, the festival of Tu 
BÕshevat was Þxed as the day of the full moon of 
Shevat, the Þfteenth day of the month. It was cele-
brated in the time of Hillel, almost two thousand 
years ago, but then ignored for many centuries. 
The holiday was revived in Israel in the early 
1900s when Jews began repopulating the land. 
Deuteronomy 8:7-8 emphasizes the connection 
with the land when Moses speaks of Òa land with 
streams and springs and fountains issuing from 
plain and hill; a land of wheat and barley, of vines, 
Þgs, and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and 
honeyÉÓ These are the seven species, all were 
found in Israel more than three thousand years 
ago. Corn, lemon trees, apples, and tomatoes may 
grow there today but do not have the distinction 
of being mentioned in the Òseven speciesÓ passage 
of Deuteronomy. There is a growing tradition of a 
Tu BÕshevat seder, where the table is set with these 
diverse agricultural products of Israel. Inciden -
tally,  both corn (maize) and tomatoes are New 
World plants, although the term ÒcornÓ was com-
monly applied to the principal grain of a country 
in the centuries before the discovery of the Ameri -
cas. Thus Biblical references to corn actually refer 
to barley.

2.#Jews had lived for centuries in eastern and 
central Europe, frequently in the service of Polish 
nobility who controlled vast estates that stretched 
across the central plains through to the Ukraine. In 
the late 1700Õs, they may have been as much as ten 
percent of the population in this region. Then, 
with Austrian and Prussian connivance, Catherine 
the Great, Empress of Russia, planned and exe-
cuted the three successive partitions of Poland. 
From 1772 to 1795, they carved up the center of 
Europe and Poland disappeared off the map of 

Europe until after the First World War. Each of the 
annexing nations thus became a host country to 
large number of Jews. And Russia, the most anti-
Semitic of the group, became master of the largest 
segment of former Polish territory, and a huge 
number of Jews became unwitting Russian sub-
jects. They were progressively circumscribed in 
where they could live (in ÒThe PaleÓ) and what 
they could do. Some scholars have noted that this 
deliberate institutional discrimination ultimately 
corrupted the Tsarist bureaucracy. There is a paral-
lel in our own country; the systematic discrimina -
tion against blacks ultimately corrupted the legal 
and civil authorities trying to suppress them. 

3.#TodayÕs extremists may wish to ignore the 
long common history of Judaism and Islam. There 
have been periods of great tension as today, but 
also there have been times of great mutual pros-
perity and tolerance, as in the ßourishing Muslim-
dominated societies of medieval Spain or the hun-
dreds of years when the Ottoman Empire was as-
cendant. However the history is interpreted, the 
common Semitic origin of the QuÕranÕs Arabic and 
the BibleÕs Hebrew is indisputable. Mary LaHaj, 
an American Muslim woman who spoke at the 
brotherhood breakfast some time ago, pointed out 
two very striking examples of this common lin -
guistic heritage. The consonant group ShLM (Shin, 
Lamed, Mem) appears as the greeting ÒShalom,Ó 
or peace in Hebrew and also forms the core of the 
word Islam, the religion of peace or surrender to 
GodÕs will, and of the word Muslim, one who sur -
renders. You can also recognize the same root in 
the Arabic name for God, Allah, and our own 
ÒElohim.Ó El is the generic Semitic name for God. 
Even before the periods of Abraham and Moses, 
back in the Akkadian language of the very early 
second millennium BCE, there are references to 
Ilu.

B"nai Mitzvah Ushers Needed
Here is an opportunity to contribute, perform 

a mitzvah, and help your fellow congregants. Its 

easy, its fun, and it doesnÕt involve money. 

We are very short of ushers for BÕnai Mitzvah 

this coming spring and are requesting any and all 

congregants who can help out for even one Satur-

day morning Shabbat service to let me know. 

Your primary role will be to make sure every -

one has a siddur and knows where the rest rooms 

are. You will receive a complete (all of one page) 

set of instructions. 

If you would like to help out, please contact 

Dan Klein as soon as possible at 978"263"7819 or 

dan.s.klein@comcast.net. 

Todah rabah!

mailto:dan.s.klein@comcast.net?subject=The%20Star,%20January%202010
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Auction Needs Help
Amy Jackson
TheJacksonFive@charter.net  / 978$456$8399

We need your help! On Saturday evening, Feb-
ruary 6, 2010, Congregation Beth Elohim will spon-
sor our ÒWelcome Spring 2010Ó Goods and Services 
Auction, our biggest fund raiser of the year.

Our last auction was a great success, due in 
large measure to the donations of generous indi-
viduals and businesses. 

Wonderfully, over ⅓ of items donated were from 
CBE families. Those were the items that brought in 
the most money! 

Your donation may be in the form of merchan -
dise, gift certiÞcates, tickets, or a pledge of services 
to be offered within a speciÞc time frame. Simply 

complete the enclosed form and return it to us by 
December 31st. 

Not sure what you should donate? We will make 
it easy for you. Simply make a cash donation and we 
will use it to purchase fabulous items that will bring 
in big bucks at the auction!

Your contribution, large or small,  is important 
and will be greatly appreciated.

And please consider requesting donations from 
your employer, friends, and relatives as well since 
all donations help to strengthen the Beth Elohim 
family.

Be sure to mark February 6th on your calendar 
now. And remember, it is only through your gener -
osity that we can make this yearÕs auction a success. 
We look forward to hearing from you soon.! ✡
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Donation Form
Congregation Beth Elohim's

“Welcome Spring 2010” 
Goods & Services Auction
Saturday, February 6, 2010

________________________________ ____________Name/Business:    Telephone: 

______________________________________________________Address:   

________________________________ ________________Item Donated:    Value: 

______________________________________________________Description:   

________________________________ ____________Size/Color:    Expiration:  

How do you get us your donation?

Mail or Fax this form to Congregation Beth Elohim, PO Box 2218, Acton, MA  
01720, fax # 978‑263‑8610. Items can be dropped off at the Congregation Beth 
Elohim office from Monday to Friday 9 AM - 5 PM,133 Prospect Street, Acton, MA  
Attn: Auction. Pickup can be arranged by calling Amy Jackson, 978‑456‑8744

Thank you for your generosity!

Office Use Only:                                              Notes:
Item No.:_____________
Auction:______________

mailto:TheJacksonFive@charter.net?subject=The%20Star,%20January%202010
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Sisterhood News
Karen Collins
978$264$4042 / k.f.collins@comcast.net

As we are on the verge of embarking into a new 
year, all of us at Sisterhood would like to take this 
moment to wish everyone a happy and healthy 2010. 
We have so much for which to be thankful, and so I 
will start right now with our Thank Yous.

Holiday Shopping Boutique Thanks
We would like to thank everyone who helped 

make this yearÕs Holiday Shopping Boutique a huge 
success! Tina Bloom and Terry MargolisÑtwo years 
in a row you have organized this fun event for Sis -
terhood, and we canÕt thank you enough for all of 
your hard work. You two have truly created a won -
derful shopping night, Þlled with great vendors and 
yummy treats. Thank you so much for all of your 
hard work! We would also like to thank the follow -
ing women for providing the delicious treats: An -
drea Itzhaki, Rhoda Phillips, Debbie Namias, Beth 
Schrager, Orna Shohet, Suzanne Kabakoff,  Miriam 
Zyskind, Laura Kelmar, Debby Foley, Kerstin Men -
delsohn, Rita Grossman, Stacey Briggs, Ann Budner, 
Susan Lerner, Sue Seger, Karen Capland, Ellen Va-
lade and Ellen Krueger. In addition, our thank yous 
would not be complete without thanking Chari 
Goodman, Debby Foley (again), Honi Kawut, Debby 
Murphy, Katie Paikin, Susan Lerner and Linda 
Friedman for helping make this evening run without 
a hiccup!

Front OfÞce Makeover Thanks
If you havenÕt checked it out yet, please stop and 

take a quick peek at the front ofÞce, formerly known 
as the messy area. Glance through the window and 
youÕll be surprised to Þnd comfy sofas, beautiful 
artwork,  an organized work area, and, whatÕs this? 
No clutter! Yes, itÕs true. It took a lot of elbow grease 
and dedication, but with persistent determination, 
organization won this battle. This project would not 
have gotten off the ground without the help of the 
following individuals: Susan Pinsky for providing 
the design and orchestrating the plan of organiza-
tion, Judy Budiansky, Susan Lerner, Katie Paikin, 
Pam Kurtzer, Skip Goodman, Bud Samiljan and 
Matt Liebman for rolling up their sleeves and mov -
ing the mountains, Beth Siegert for donating one of 
her own stunning works of art,  Michele Siegert for 
donating the framing of BethÕs artwork, and Þnally, 
David Paikin for assembling the sofa table. In the 
spirit of keeping this space warm, welcoming, clean 

and organized, items left in this area that do not 
have a home will be relocated every Monday morn -
ing. This is not intended to irritate or annoy anyone, 
but to help all of us learn to work together to keep 
this space clean. 

Oneg Donations Thanks
I have been totally remiss in listing the names of 

people who have graciously donated time and treats 
to our Oneg celebrations, and I apologize for this. I 
will include a comprehensive list in the next issues 
of The Star and Star-Lite, but until then, please know 
that all of us appreciate these donations so very 
much! CBEÕs Shabbat services would not be the 
same without the wonderful Onegs provided by our 
congregants. Thank you so much for all that you do 
to make each Shabbat special here at CBE.

Upcoming Events
Acton Jazz Cafe Night Out: January 23, 2010 7-

11pm. See the ßyer on page 2 more information!
Parenting Discussion by Ronit Ben-Shir and Su-

san Lerner on February 9th , 2010ÑÒRelating to 
your child: setting the path for life-long communica -
tion.Ò See page 14 for more information about this 
talk.

Dr. Marsha MirkinÑDr. Mirkin returns on 
March 15th, see page 5 for more information. .! ✡
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The Friday Evening Service Marathon
A Walk Through the Shabbat Service with Can-
tor Sarra Monday evening, January 4th at 7:30.

Would you like to deepen your understand -
ing of what the prayers are all about? Would 
you like to feel more comfortable participating 
in the service?

Come and enhance your connection with 
and enjoyment of the Shabbat service by taking 
a walk through the Friday evening prayers. For 
an hour and a half, immerse yourself in Òthe 
what and the whyÓ of the service. 

Cantor Sarra will guide us through the serv -
ice from ÒShalom AleichemÓ to ÒAdon Olam.Ó 
WeÕll explore the meanings of the prayers, the 
ÒchoreographyÓ of the service, and where our 
prayers come from. Bring your questions with 
you!

RSVPs are always appreciatedÑplease send 
a quick email to cantorsarra@bethelohim.org. 
Also, please note that the date for this class has 
been moved from December 14th to January 4th.

mailto:k.f.collins@comcast.net?subject=The%20Star,%20December%202009
mailto:k.f.collins@comcast.net?subject=The%20Star,%20December%202009
mailto:cantorsarra@bethelohim.org?subject=The%20Star,%20January%202010
mailto:cantorsarra@bethelohim.org?subject=The%20Star,%20January%202010


Adult Education News
Waky
978$263$1495

Tu BÕshvat is coming! On the 15th day of the 
Hebrew month of Shvat, we celebrate the New Year 
of the Trees, or the Birthday of the trees, like a Jew-
ish Arbor Day. Originally a day to mark an annual 
agricultural tithe, it has become, in modern times, 
associated more with a kind of Earth Day. The Torah 
has always been ecologically concerned, even mak-
ing a prohibition against cutting down fruit trees in 
times of war. Preserving and respecting the earth has 
been part of our tradition for thousands of years. In 
the Talmud, we are advised that if you are planting a 
tree, and someone comes running to tell you the 
Messiah is coming, Þnish planting the tree before 
you go and see what all the fuss is about! 

This year, we are very fortunate to have a special 
guest for all of Tu BÕshvat weekend. We have invited 
our Scholar-in-Residence, Dr. Natan Margalit, to 
come and talk about our Jewish responsibilities to 
take care of the earth and do our best to Ògo green.Ó 
He was our very popular Rabbinics teacher for 
MeÕah last year and his involvement with environ-
mental issues span from text study to eco-kashrut. 
See the ßyer attached to see speciÞc programming 

during the last weekend in January. 
Our Israeli Dance class for adults is going into 

overtime! Please note Þve additional classes being 
offered: Monday evenings at 7:30 on January 11, 25, 
February 1, 8, 22, and March 1. The cost for all the 
classes is $60. What a great way to have fun and 
work off those holiday calories in the dead of winter. 
No previous dance experience needed. Please call 
Judy to assure enough students to sustain a class. 

In addition, our Þlm series continues (see at-
tached ßyer). Come and join us during the cold 
months in the warmth of our sanctuary with this 
great local opportunity to see some extraordinary 
motion pictures, hand selected by our movie-maven, 
Barbara Bender. We have a brand new large screen 
and sound system, donated by the Benders to make 
your experience optimal. Our thanks to them for this 
generous enhancement. 

Get out of the house on a cold night and come 
participate in these varied Adult Educatrion oppor -
tunities. 

ÒDo not say, Ôwhen I have time, I will study,Õ 
for you may never have time.Ó#Ñ#Pirkei Avot ✡
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Welcome Spring 2010 Auction

Silent and Live Auction Items!
Fun and Food, of course!

February 6th at CBE

We hope you can donate and participate!

How can you help?
¥ Call or email Amy Jackson, with your 

contributions, ideas, or questions.

¥ Ask any vendor you patronize if he/
she would make a (tax deductible) 
goods or services donation right then, 
while you are at the check-out counter!

¥ Donate your time to help pick up 
things, set-up or clean-up or general 
help the day of the Auction.

¥ Come and take advantage of the great 
bargains while supporting CBE!

¥ Bring friends who want to get their 
hands on great stuff while having a fun 
evening with you!

Thank you, in advance, for your support and 
enthusiasm. Contact Amy Jackson, at  
TheJacksonFive@charter.net/978"456"8399 
for more information.

Tot Shabbat and Families With Young 
Children"s Services

Join us for the Þrst Shabbat of 2010!
The next Tot Shabbat and Families with 

Young ChildrenÕs services will take place on Fri-
day, January 1st at 6:30#PM. 

All tots and their families are invited to join 
Cantor Spierer for Shabbat songs, prayers, danc-
ing, and stories at the Tot Shabbat service down-
stairs in the Mifgash. All of our older children (K-
4) and their families will join Rabbi Mintz in the 
sanctuary for music, Shabbat prayers, stories and 
teachings. All children with birthdays in January 
will be invited up to the bima for a special She-
hecheyanu and a birthday blessing. After serv-
ices, we will gather together for conversation, 
Kiddush, and sweets at our Oneg Shabbat.

Please note the 6:30#PM start time; we are 
trying to respond to the needs of our families 
with an earlier start time for these services. We 
welcome your feedbackÑplease tell us in person 
or send an email to cbeacton@bethelohim.org 
and let us know how this change in time works 
for you and your family. 

mailto:TheJacksonFive@charter.net?subject=The%20Star,%20January%202010
mailto:TheJacksonFive@charter.net?subject=The%20Star,%20January%202010
mailto:cbeacton@bethelohim.org?subject=The%20Star%20(Tot%20Shabbat%20Time),%20January%202010
mailto:cbeacton@bethelohim.org?subject=The%20Star%20(Tot%20Shabbat%20Time),%20January%202010
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To the General Fund from:

The Wood Family, in memory of Lee 
Slurzberg, Mike SlurzbergÕs mother

Anonymous

Marne & Peter Geller, with thanks to 
Cantor Spierer for all of her help in 
preparing Josh, Peter and Andrew for 
JoshÕs Bar Mitzvah. Thanks for making the 
service even more wonderful with her 
beautiful voice.

Marne & Peter Geller, with special thanks 
to Judy Budiansky for all of her help and 
patience.

Linda & Denis Friedman, in memory of 
Mary Spierer, mother of Mel Spierer, 
grandmother of Cantor Sarra Spierer

Shira Fischer, in memory of Sarra SpiererÕs 
grandmother, Mary Spierer. May her 
memory be a blessing.

Rivelle Sutton, in memory of Gail Blum, 
wife and mother

Mark Aronson

Iris Stutman & Family, in memory of 
Gerson, on his yahrzeit

Sue Goldman

Donations

The congregation thanks our members, their relatives and friends, 
and the larger community for donations recently receivedÉ

Adult Israeli Dance
Continuing by Popular Demand

Great fun, great tradition, great exercise! 

Monday evenings at 7:30
January 11, 25, February 1, 8, 22, and March 1

Cost - $60
(no experience necessary)

Please RSVP to Judy in the office at  978"263"3061.

Calling All Kids, Teens and Adults: 
Chant the Megillah this Purim! 
Make this yearÕs Megillah reading the best 

ever.#On Sunday morning, February 28th, we 
will celebrate Purim, and we want you to 
chant the story of Esther. Each volunteer will 
chant two or three verses, and will receive a 
CD to practice with.#Leann Shamash and Can-
tor Sarra will give you any help you need 
along the way. To volunteer, email Cantor 
Sarra at cantorsarra@bethelohim.org or 
call Judy in the office at 978"263"3061.

Women"s Rosh Chodesh Group
Join us on Thursday evening, January 14th, 

7:15-8:30#PM as we celebrate the new Hebrew 
month of ShÕvat. This month, we will learn 
about Miriam, courageous sister of Moses and 
Aaron, a leader of the people of Israel, a musi-
cian, nurturer, and prophetess.

What is CBEÕs Rosh Chodesh group? Rosh 
Chodesh, the beginning of each Hebrew month, 
is a wonderful opportunity for the women of 
our community to gather together to connect 
with one another, our Jewish traditions and 
identities. Each month, our CBE Rosh Chodesh 
group meets to learn, discuss, and celebrate the 
new month with food and song. We will reflect 
on the themes of each Hebrew month and gain 
inspiration from a Jewish heroine who has 
made an impact on our world. All women in 
our community are invited to attend!

Acton Jazz Cafe 
Back By Popular Demand

January 23rd, 2010
See page 2 for all the details. 

mailto:cantorsarra@bethelohim.org?subject=The%20Star%20(Megillah),%20January%202010
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Chesed Happenings
Ellen Krueger
978$263$3107

The winter months are upon us even if the cal-
endar is a few weeks behind. ItÕs dark early. ItÕs cold. 
It can be a time of stress and yearning for comfort. 
The Chesed Committee is here to provide a helping 

hand for our congregants who might need a few 
meals, a ride, a visit to tide them over in a difÞcult 
situation, and of course, bereavement calls. This 
conÞdential help is only a telephone call or email 
away. If itÕs what you need, call George Schaffer at 
978"263"4341, or email to chesed@bethelohim.org 
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To the General Fund for the High Holyday 
Appeal from:

Kathy Borofsky & Lauren Borofsky, in 
honor of the marriage of Chad Borofsky 
and Jennifer Sisemoore

Wendy & Jon Linden

Lewis & Naomi Mintz

To the RabbiÕs Discretionary Fund from:

Chips & David Naparstek, wishing a 
refuah schlemah to Lewis, their rabbi and 
friend

Stanley & Lindsay Goldin, with sincere 
appreciation to Rabbi Mintz for his help 
with their wedding

Marne & Peter Geller, with deepest thanks 
to Rabbi Mintz for bringing such joy and 
warmth to JoshÕs Bar Mitzvah

To the Chesed Fund from:

Ellen Valade, in memory of Sarra SpiererÕs 
grandmother, Mary Spierer

To the Markowitz Fund from:

Adelle Markowitz, in memory of Robert E. 
Hirschorn

To the Choir Fund from:

Pamala & David Kurtzer, with deepest 
sympathy to Sarra, Mel & Rachel Spierer, 
on the loss of Mary Spierer 

To the Alex Young Fund from:

Anonymous 

To the Social Action Fund from:

Dan & Shelley Klein, in memory of Mary 
Spierer, grandmother of Cantor Sarra 
Spierer

To the Library Fund from:

Alan & Peggy Berko

To the Amy Naparstek from:

Leann Shamash, with gratitude to Linda 
Sabot and all those who helped make the 
sheva brachot such a unique and 
memorable occasion!

Chips & David Naparstek, in memory of 
Amy on the occasion of her yahrzeit, with 
love from Mom and Dad

Chips & David Naparstek, in memory of 
Mary Spierer, mother of Mel Spierer

Donations

The congregation thanks our members, their relatives and friends, 
and the larger community for donations recently receivedÉ

(continued on the next page)
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to get the ball rolling.
We also want to assure our interfaith families 

that as members of our community, they have access 
to all the support and services of CBE regardless of 
the faith of the member or the faith of loved ones.

The Chesed Committee needs help in another 
area. If you know of news the CBE Community 
should know, please call the ofÞce or send an email 
to chesed@bethelohim.org. We want to help the 
Beth Elohim community be aware of whatÕs going 
on in the lives of fellow congregants via this article. 
That way members can send a note of congratula-
tions, encouragement, or sympathy to those in the 

community who would appreciate it. Please pass 
your news along. If we donÕt know about it, we canÕt 
share it.#

¥Condolences to Mel Spierer and family on 
the death of his mother Mrs. Mary Spierer, 
grandmother of Cantor Sarra Spierer.#

¥Mazel tov to Robyn and Steve Maislin, on 
the marriage of their son Scott to Alaina J. 
Lauch.! ✡ 
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Relating to Your Child: Setting the 
Path for Life Long Communication% 

Ronit Ben-Shir, Director of the JCC Early 
Learning Center in Acton and Susan Lerner, li-
censed clinical social worker, will share their 
perspectives, insights and strategies. This is a 
program to help parents of preschool and ele-
mentary school children develop concrete skills 
for building and enhancing communication with 
their children and setting the path for keeping 
lines of communication open through adoles -
cence. This program is sponsored by CBE Sister-
hood and will be held on Tuesday, February 9th 
from 7:30 to 9:00#PM at the synagogue.

Ronit Ben-Shir is an accomplished child-
hood educator and advocate for children. She 
holds a MasterÕs Degree in Early Childhood 
Education and is presently working on a second 
MasterÕs Degree in Special Needs. Ronit has 
taught at Gan Yeladim Early Learning Center, 
where she served as Judaica coordinator, team 
leader and working with special needs children.# 
Prior to working at Gan Yeladim, Ronit worked 
at Temple Emeth and the Israeli Complementary 
School, Yal-Day-New Day Care Center, Shir Ha-
dash and at Temple Ohabei Shalom Religious 
School.

Susan Lerner has worked at Boston Medical 
CenterÕs Department of Child Psychiatry and 
Family Services of Greater Boston. She has con-
sulted and done trainings for the Department of 
Children and Families/Department of Social 
Services and other state and private agencies. # 
She developed a training program called ÒThe 
Moments That Break Your Heart:  Talking With 
Children About DifÞcult Topics.Ó

JCC Early Learning Center in Acton 
Earns National NAEYC Accreditation

The JCC Early Learning Center in Acton 
has earned re-accreditation from the National 
Association for the Education of Young Chil -
dren (NAEYC), the nationÕs leading organiza-
tion of early childhood professionals. The pre -
school opened in 2002 and currently serves 68 
children ages 15 months to preschool age. 

ÒWe are proud to be recognized by NAEYC 
for our commitment to achieving the highest 
professional standards in early childhood edu -
cation,Ó said Ronit Benshir,  director of the pre-
school. ÒThis is a credit to the hard work and 
daily dedication of our teaching staff who have 
created a program that is recognized by 
NAEYC as providing the highest quality early 
learning experience for our children and fami -
lies.Ó 

To earn NAEYC accreditation, the JCC 
Early Learning Center went through an exten -
sive self-study process, measuring the program 
and its services against the ten NAEYC Early 
Childhood Program Standards and more than 
400 related accreditation criteria. NAEYCÕs 
standards reflect the latest research and best 
practices in early childhood education and de -
velopment. The program received NAEYC ac-
creditation after a site visit by NAEYC asses-
sors to ensure that the program meets each of 
the ten program standards. 

ÒOur goal is to stimulate intellectual curios-
ity, build self-confidence and respect and pro -
mote each childÕs cognitive, physical, social, 
spiritual, and emotional development,Ó said 
BenShir. ÒThis accreditation is proof positive 
that we are achieving this goal.Ó 

For more information on the JCC Early 
Learning Center in Acton, contact Ronit Ben-
shir at 978"266"9988 or rbenshir@jccgb.org 
or visit www.jccearlylearning.org. 

Chesed Happenings  (continued)
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CBE Adult Education Presents:

A Winter Jewish Film Festival!

All Þlms to be shown Tuesday evenings at 7:30 in the Sanctuary

1/05/10 The Boy in the Striped Pajamas (2008) PG-13 German
When his family moves from their home in Berlin to a strange new house in Poland, 
young Bruno befriends Shmuel, a boy who lives on the other side of the fence, where 
everyone seems to be wearing striped pajamas. Unaware of Shmuel's fate as a Jewish 
prisoner or the role his own Nazi father plays in his imprisonment, Bruno embarks on a 
dangerous journey inside the camp's walls.

1/19/10 Waltz With Bashir (2008) R Hebrew
   Animation for Grown-ups

Director Ari Folman employs vivid animation in this Golden Globe winning Þlm, explor -
ing the memory gaps in his life during his service for the Israeli army in the Lebanese 
war of the early 1980s. Recounting stories based on recorded interviews with colleagues# 
and friends, Folman relives the horrors of war and dissects the curious coping mecha-
nisms use to survive under brutal conditions.

1/26/10 Live and Become (2005) French and Hebrew
Young Ethiopian Solomon is swept up into Operation Moses, aimed at relocating Jewish 
refugees from Africa to Israel.# Hoping to shield her son from an impoverished life, 
Solomon's Christian mother forces him to declare himself Jewish and join the Exodus.# 
The boy is adopted by a Sephardic family and immigrates to Israel.

2/09/10 Praying With Lior (2007)
Lior Liebling, a Jewish Boy with Down Syndrome, spends his days praying endlessly to 
G-d, much to the delight and occasional befuddlement of those around him.  Follow 
Lior, nicknamed "the little rebbe" as he approaches his Bar Mitzvah.

3/09/10 Rosenstrasse (2003) PG-13 German
After her father dies, Hannah Weinstein notices that her mother Ruth is acting very 
strangely. Is Ruth's behavior brought on by her understandable grief at the loss of her 
husband, or does#the suffering spring from something older, something repressed?# As 
her mother's troubled childhood is revealed, Hannah realizes how little she ever really 
knew about the woman closest to her.
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Congregation Beth Elohim Adult Education Presents 
Our 7th Annual Scholar-in-Residence Program Featuring

Dr. Natan Margalit
Tu Bʼshvat Weekend on January 29th, 30th and 31st

A Weekend about the Environment

On Friday, January 29th, at 7:30, during evening Shabbat Service
“You Made Everything with Wisdom: The Spiritual Path of Zero Waste”
ÒThere is nothing which is, in itself, useless. # But one can make anything useless by treating it 

uselessly.Ó#From Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz. We live in a Òthrow away culture.Ó But in our world today there is 
no longer an ÒawayÓ where we can toss things. Practically and spiritually, zero waste is a goal for which to 
strive, and even if we canÕt get there, in trying weÕre on the right path.

Shabbat Torah Study, January 30th, following an abbreviated Shacharit service at 10:00
“Tu Bʼshvat: Beyond the Birthday of Trees”

Tu BÕshvat has roots in the ancient world,  but it is a holiday that is still growing and evolving today.# 
More than simply a time for planting trees, what are the deeper meanings of the day? WeÕll look at some 
texts about Tu BÕshvat and explore its meaning for us.## 

Sunday morning, January 31st at 8:30 AM, a Joint Brotherhood/Sisterhood Breakfast:
“How Judaism Can Save the World”

If we are honest, we have to admit that our current mode of living is not sustainable. But how do we 
shift to a sustainable way of living? The key is not in any technological Þxes or Òsilver bulletsÓ but in a deep 
shift in the way we think and act. What is it about a Jewish way of thinking that can help us out of this eco -
logical crisis? Come and Þnd out.

During Hebrew school, our Scholar will have an opportunity to do some interactive programming 
about the environment with our students during each session.

Natan Margalit studied Anthropology at Reed College in Portland, Oregon, made aliya, and studied for 
many years in Israeli yeshivot. He received rabbinic ordination at The Jerusalem Seminary in 1990. He re-
turned to the US and earned a PhD from UC Berkeley in 2001 in Talmud. He has held teaching positions at 
Bard College, the Reconstuctionist Rabbinical College and is currently Assistant Professor of Rabbinics at 
the Rabbinical School of Hebrew College. He is also Director of Oraita, a program of continuing education 
for rabbis of Hebrew College. Natan has written and taught for many years on Judaism and the environ -
ment, innovative approaches to Jewish texts, Jewish spirituality, gender and Judaism. He also was the 
teacher of the Rabbinics semester of our most recent CBE MeÕah class.

ÒDo not say, Ôwhen I have time, I shall study,Õ for you may never have time.Ó       Pirkei Avot
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Enjoy the Mitzvah of a Shared Seder!

If you are interested in either hosting another family or attending another familyÕs seder, 

please send the following information to Lesley Cooperman at Lochlis@verizon.net or 

1#McKinley Drive, Acton by Monday, March 22nd.

Your Family Name: ________________________#####Number of people in your family:_____

How many seats do you have to share?_____

Or, would you like to participate in another familyÕs seder?###❑ Yes

Your preferences:

Would you prefer to participate in a seder with children?###❑ Yes###❑ No

If yes, what age are your children or what age children would you like to participate in 

your seder?____________________________

For which night are you interested?###❑ First###❑ Second

Since the degree of observance varies among families and since the kashrut requirements 

for Pesach are so much more complex than during the rest of the year, your answers to the 

following questions will help me make an appropriate Òmatch.Ó 

The seder itself; use of Haggadah and rituals:

❑ Quite traditional#####❑ Traditional but abbreviated#####❑ Minimal

Do you serve/require food which by its very nature is kosher?###❑ Yes###❑ No

Which best describes your observance of the dietary aspects of Passover: 

❑ Quite strict (only food certified as Kosher for Pesach; Passover utensils)

❑ Moderately strict (avoid food which is overtly chametz but do not require Kosher for 

Passover certification or Passover utensils)

❑ ÒPassover styleÓ is sufficient 

Your contact information (please provide telephone number and e-mail if you have 

one):_______________________________________________________________________________

Please let me know as soon as possible if you are interested in participating in this pro-

gram. I will let you know as soon as possible if IÕm able to match you up with another family!

mailto:Lochlis@verizon.net?subject=The%20Star,%20April%202008
mailto:Lochlis@verizon.net?subject=The%20Star,%20April%202008
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