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Adult Ed, Family Ed, Shool, Brotherhood, and Sisterhood are very excited to bring you:

Hankus Netsky
Founder and Director of the Klezmer Conservatory Band

Artist in Residence Weekend
A Klezmer Experience

February 6, 7, 8 2009

Do not miss this incredibly informative and, well, just plain fun-filled series

Bring your family to a Shabbat Evening Service, Friday, Feb 6" at 7:30
Rabbi Mintz, Cantor Sarra and Dr. Netsky will create a wonderful worship experience
filled with music from the old country

Parents with schoolage children are encouraged to bring them to this musi cal congregational service
PLEASE NOTE: because of the special nature of this service, we expect it tdast longer than our typical GFirst FridayO! hr.
It will end around 9:00; followed by an Oneg Shabbat

Tot Shabbat families!
Our GrebruaryOTot Shabbat service will take place on Saturday morning, January 31%, at 10:00 in the sanctuary.

Shabbat morning, Feb 7*" 10 a.m.
parsha Shabbat Shira, a Sabbath of Song
Junior Congregation and Adult Torah Study b Hankus will join both services with teaching and music
Re-Connecting to Our Cultural Roots in Eastern Europe.

Saturday Night, Feb 7, from 7:30 to 9:30
Come to our Adult Social, including an hour long concert of KlezmerMusic and an hour of Dancing
(this event is free; however your RSVP to the offi ce will help us order wine and hors d®euvres)

Sunday morning, Feb 8" from 8:30 — 10 a.m.
Combined Brotherhood and Sisterhood breakfastfeaturing Dr. Netsky speaking (and playing) on:
The Revitalization of Traditional Jewish Music

From 10 — 10:50 a.m. and again from 11:10 — 12
Hebrew School children will be treated to a one man show, Klezmer Conservatory Band style
And a discussion with our artist: Yiddish Music Through the Generations
Grandparents are welcome to join us!
School students B bring any instrument you play!
We may even be treated to a short concert by our very own CBE Klezmer Band

This program will be partially sponsored in his memory by a gracious donation from the
Al Valade Memorial Adult Education Fund

Mo not say, @hen | have ti me, | shall study Ofor you may never have the time. O(Pirkei Avot)

Copyright © 2009 by Congregation Beth Elohim. Material for inclusion in  The Stamay be submitted:
All Rights Reserved. ¥ by disk with hardcopy printout;
¥ via email: rbecker@owl.com (receipt acknowledged);

The Staris generally published monthly by Congregation Beth Elohim and is ¥ as camera ready or handwritten copy; or
mailed at Acton, MA. To request a subscription call Congregation Beth Elohim at ¥ by FAX: call Congregation Beth Elohim or the editor.
978"263"3061 or write to P. O. Box 2218, Acton, MA 01720. Receipt of material can be veribed by calling the editor after the deadline.

The deadline posted in the previous monthOs issue, is generally the 15th of the Editor: Bob Becker 978"263"8097.
previous month, slightly earlier in case of holidays.
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Friday,!
Netsky

Friday,!

Friday,!
Friday,!

Schedule of Services
February! 6! 7:30!PM! Shabbat Evening Service#NArtist-in-Residence: Hankus

Saturday,!February! 7!10:00/AM! Shabbat Torah Study#:; Jr. Congregation (Lower Level) N
with Artist-in-Residence: Hankus Netsky, ORe-Connecting
to Our Cultural Roots in Eastern EuropeO

February!13! 8:00!PM! Shabbat Evening Service

Saturday,!February!14!10:00/AM! Shabbat Service#N Max Rosenzweig Bar Mitzvah

February!20! 8:00!PM! Shabbat Evening Service

February!27! 8:00!PM! Shabbat Evening Service#

Saturday,!February!28!10:00/AM! Shabbat Service#N Emily Wood Bat Mitzvah; Jr.

Congregation and KOtonton Shabbat (Lower Level)
# - Denotes services conducted by Rabbi and Cantor

President!s Message
Sue Wachter
smrwachter@yahoo.com

There are so many monumental events going on
in the world, it is hard to know where to begin. The
inauguration of our new president, the faltering
economy, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and of
course IsraelOs war in Gaza are all thrown at us at the
same time. In the Congregation Beth Elohim com-
munity we move forward with planning for a newly
realized economy and a shared sense of purpose to
be supportive through these very stressful times.

CBE is abuzz with activity from the Religious
School to our Adult Education MeOah Class, from
Purim Shpiel rehearsals to Weight Watchers meet
ings, social gatherings, Brotherhood Breakfasts and
more. On February 6th, 7th and 8th, Adult Educa-
tion, Family Education, the Religious School, Broth-
erhood and Sisterhood are very excited to bring us
the Founder and Director of the Klezmer Conserva-
tory Band, Hankus Netsky as our Artist/Scholar-in-
Residence this year. Hankus Netsky is a multi-
instrumentalist and composer, and an instructor in
jazz and contemporary improvisation at the New
England Conservatory in Boston. Dr. Netsky also
serves as research director of the Klezmer Conserva
tory Foundation. We are so pleased that Dr. Netsky
will be able to share his love and enthusiasm for
Jewish music with us. Come and enjoy the music
and fun of this wonderful weekend.

Before the war in Gaza began a number of our
congregants decided it was time to establish a CBE
Israel Affairs Committee. And so on January 6th the
Ragship meeting of this committee took place. At
that meeting several priorities surfaced that in-
cluded educating our own community and the

greater community about Israel and the reality of
living everyday life there. Another goal was to share
information from the greater Boston Community
with the CBE community, and to serve as a voice for
Israel in our local communities. Our newest commit -
tee is looking for members who want to discuss, and
support Israel in the CBE community. If you are in -
terested in joining the next meeting is taking place
Wednesday, February 4th at 7#PM at the synagogue.
Our budgeting process for our next bscal year
will begin in earnest this month. The culmination of
that work will be presented at our Annual Meeting
in May. The board will work very diligently to be
pscally responsible while maintaining the priorities
of the congregation. The Pnancial crisis has hit us
along with the rest of the country and our current
fund raising efforts have not been as successful as
they have been in the past. Our ability to raise funds
both through our yearly fund raising efforts like the
High Holyday Appeal, and for our long term goals
like the Bridge to the Future Campaign serve critical
needs of the CBE community. If we donOt raise the

(continued on the next page)

Sisterhood Thank You

Many, many thanks to Ellen Krueger for
providing the challah for CBE for so many years.

We are happy to announce that as of Janu
ary, our Sisterhood publicity and corresponding
secretary, Karen Collins, has agreed to make and
deliver the challah through her company Baby -
cakes. We know she is up to blling these very
big shoes and we thank Karen for her delicious
contribution to CBE life.
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President!s Message (continued)
expected funds our next bscal budget must ref3ect
those bscal realities.

As we look to our future needs we look at both
the bscal realities and volunteer opportunities at
CBE. Over the next month you may get a call from
the Nominating Committee. This committee works
to PIl upcoming vacancies projected for the Board
next year. Please consider taking on a board position
or serving on a committee like the lIsrael Affairs
Committee, the Social Action Committee, the School
Committee or Family Education Committee to name
just a few, and help us drive our community into the
future. If you are willing to serve on the Board, con -
tact Marcy Hoban, our Nominating Committee
Chair, at Dmhbhomerun@aol.com and take a step in
creating your legacy at CBE.! !

Follow Me to Israel
Marcy & Don Hoban and Cantor Sarra Spierer
978"263"3061

This past summer, the three of us (Marcy and
Don Hoban and Cantor Sarra Spierer) traveled to-
gether in Israel as participants in a program called
OFollow Me to IsraelN AcharaiO We recognize that as
you are reading this, the impact of the present politi -
cal climate in Israel weighs heavily on all of our
minds. Nonetheless, our community®s commitment
to Israel remains steadfast. Therefore, we would like
to tell you about this program, and share with you
what we learned this summer about opportunities
for teenagers to travel in Israel. In our next article,
we also want to share a bit about how it felt to each
of us to visit Israel and how we were each changed
by our experiences there (stay tuned for Part 2 in a
future edition of The Stay.

OFollow Me to IsraelO is a ten-day outreach and
educational program, sponsored by Combined Jew-
ish Philanthropies (CJP) of Boston and Robert and
Myra Kraft. It is funded by the Follow Me to Israel
Institute of CJP, participants, and synagogues. Our
purpose was to meet and talk with American teen -
agers who are participating in group teen trips to
Israel. We met groups of kids traveling with their
Jewish camps, Hadassah, and youth groups, and we
visited kids who had chosen to study for a summer
or a high school semester in educational institutions
in Israel. We learned about what Israel meant to
these teenagers and what Israel means to us.

We traveled in a group with over 25 lay leaders
and synagogue professionals from the Greater Bos
ton area (represented were Shir Tikva in Wayland,

Temple Emanuel in Newton, Temple Sinai in Brook -
line, and others). We primarily spent our days and
nights in Jerusalem and Haifa, traveling to meet
these wonderful teenagers, touring, and learning
about some of the inspiring things happening
through the Boston-Haifa connection. We visited
schools, the Kotel (the Western Wall in Jerusalem),
synagogues, and kibbutzim got wet in the Mediter -
ranean Sea, visited Masada, Roated in the Dead Sea
and blled up on falafel, delicious Israeli fruits, and
shnitzel.

CBE has participated in the Follow Me program
for many years. Other past participants include
Barry and Grace Weitzner, Waky, Debbie Heller, An-
drew Cranin, Linda Friedman, Matt Liebman, Linda
Burton, and Bud Samiljan.

We had the opportunity to meet with many
teenagers, and we came with a lot of questions. We
learned about why each of these kids had chosen to
come to Israel, what they thought about Israel before
they came and how their opinions had changed after
spending time there, how they had personally
grown though their experiences, what their pro -
grams were like, and how their experience in Israel
affected their connection to Judaism.

But we wanted to know, brst of all: How did
you afford to get here? And then: Why are you here
in Israel? Why did you choose the program you are
on? This is what we learned:

Financially, families in many Boston-area syna-
gogues (including CBE) are supported by a program

(continued on the next page)

How to Reach Us

Telephone
The synagogue telephone number is
978"263"3061. Individuals can be reached at
these extensions:

Rabbi Mintz! 2
Cantor Spierer! 7
Judy Budiansky! 1
Leann Shamash! 3
Heidi Lovitz! 4
Web Site
Our congregation web site,

www.bethelohim.org, includes the online
edition of The Star as well as a variety of
other information including the bookstore link
(Amazon.com) and a form for making a
donation.
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Follow Me to Israel (continued)

called OPassport to Israel.O This is a savings program
sponsored by CJP and Myra and Robert Kraft, and it
allows parents to send their teens on an lIsrael trip
for a portion of the regular cost. Parents can set up a
OPassport to IsraelO account when their child is in
either third or seventh grade. Parents set aside a pre
scribed amount of money each year in their account,
and then CJP matches it and gives an additional
$700. It is a no risk investmentNif a teen decides not
utilize the funds and go to Israel, the familiesO
money is fully refunded to them. The savings can be
used for many group trips, the trips must be a
minimum of at least 4-5 weeks in length, for teens
10th grade-college. For more information about
Passport to Israel, contact Leann Shamash, Marcy
and Don Hoban, or Cantor Sarra.

The teens gave us a variety of answers regarding
why they chose to come to Israel. Many teens who
attended Jewish camps told us that they had been
anticipating this summer in Israel for a long time.
They knew that once they reached a certain age, it
was their turn to go to Israel with their campQOs spe
cial program. Others went because their friends,
cousins, siblings, or teens at their synagogues went
to Israel on a teen trip and inspired them to do the
same. And still others went because their parents,
rabbis, cantors, or teachers believed that these kids
should have the opportunity to see Israel for them -
selves and encouraged them to go.

A child need not attend Jewish Summer camps
to participate in a teen trip to Israel. There are pro-
grams to suit a wide variety of interests. Following is
a sample of the types of teen programs that kids can
choose from. Information for this list came from
these web sites: www.israelprograms.org,
www.israelprograms.org, Www.CJjp.org,
www.cjp.org, and the individual programsO web
sites, and is supplemented by conversations with
teens and staff we met last summer.

Nesiya (Journey)

This thoughtful, unique, and mind-opening
program brings Jewish teens from all back-
groundsNReform, Conservative, Reconstructionist,
Orthodox, and secular; Israeli and North Ameri -
canNto explore Israel and Judaism through travel,
outdoor adventure, workshops in the performing
and visual arts, community service projects, and
creative study. Teens meet and work with Israeli and
American visual artists, writers, musicians, actors,
scholars and community activists. This program has

a focus on building community among the group
and exploring identity through creativity and shar -
ing ideas. Web site:www.nesiya.org.

Teens for TzedekJustice)

Summer Israel Experience

This program brings teens from Greater Boston
together with teens from Haifa and the Yemin Orde
Youth Village for an intensive experience of commu -
nity service, Jewish education, touring and travel.
Field placements in Haifa and Boston offer daily
community service and learning experiences, and
communal living offers this diverse group of teens
the opportunity to explore the meaning of OJewish
community.O Web site:www.tjcc.org/Tzedek/
SummerIsraelExperience.asp.

Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel

b IsraelOs Trail Teen Adventure
Teens learn and practice outdoor skills and lead-
ership while backpacking through Israel. This is a
four-week program with small single-sex groups.
Web site: www.derechhateva.org.

Youth Group Programs B NFTY (Reform
Movement), USY (Conservative Move-
ment), Young Judaea (pluralistic, Zionist),

Noar Hadash (Reconstructionist)

Teens are not required to be a member of any of
these youth groups in order to participate in any of
these programs. The programs share many similari-
ties (all place an emphasis on experiencing and ex
ploring the land and culture, include some contact
with Israeli teens and, in many cases, a Ospecial in
terest weekO and community service), but each has
its own approach toward Jewish expression. Some of
these trips begin for a few days or a week in a Euro-
pean country (for example, Greece, lItaly, or the
Czech Republic) and then move on to Israel.

eCampNlsraeli Hi-Tech Summer Camp
eCamp brings teens from around the world to
participate in original, creative, heart- and mind-
opening experiences. Campers learn about technol

(continued on the next page)

We invite you to share our happiness
when our daughter, Emily Rose,
is called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah.
February 28th, 2009
Doug and Sue Wood
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Follow Me to Israel (continued)

ogy in a unique Jewish atmosphere with others who
share their interests and talents. Web site:
www.eCampIsarel.com.

Does your child go to a Jewish camp?

Almost all of the local area Jewish overnight
summer camps offer an Israel extension once your
childOs camping years are complete, but before they
transition into staff. Some examples are the Cohen
FoundationOs Dor LOdor Leadership Program (for
Camps Tevya, Tel Noar, and Pembroke), and Camp
YavnehOs NaOaleh Program. These programs are gen
erally 4-6 weeks and are similar in nature to many of
the independent programs described above. For
more information about specibc camps, please con
tact your childOs camp director or check out the
camp website.

High School & Gap Year Programs

The Alexander Muss Institute for

Israel Education

The Alexander Muss High School, located out-
side of Tel Aviv, was founded in 1972 and offers ex-
periential learning to English-speaking students
from all over the world. Students gain an excellent,
well-rounded education andNthrough their sched -
uled trips across IsraelNa visceral understanding of
the relevance of what they learn inside the class
room. The High School is accredited and works with
each studentOs home high school to offer the full
range of classes and credits each student needs. Stu
dents can choose between a semester or an intensive
summer program. Web site: www.amhsi.com.

Young Judea Year Course (Hadassah) b

Freshman University Program in Israel

This 9-month program consists of three semes
ters: 1) community volunteering in local Tel Aviv
neighborhoods and Hebrew learning, 2) formal,
college-level academic studies and beld trips based
in Jerusalem, and 3) living and volunteering in a
variety of settings across the country, based on the
studentOs choice. Students learn how to adapt and
adjust to cultural differences and new situations,
and can earn up to a yearOs worth of university
credit.

Habonim Dror ® Workshop
In this Gap Year Program, students live, work,
and study in a 10-month Kibbutz and Irbutz (urban

collective) program. Students learn about social re-
sponsibility, explore the history, culture, land, and
language of Israel, and form relationships with Is -
raeli families. Web site:
www.habonimdror.org/programs.

The CBE community has had many students
participate in teen programs in Israel both with and
without the benebt of the Passport Program. Some
teen participants from this community were (but not
exclusively): Lauren Burdine, Arielle Chapnick, Jes-
sie Cranin, Sophie Cranin, Ben Kanevsky, Rachel
Katz, Jennie Kurtzer, Jon Wachter, and Micky Waks.

Stay tuned for future articles about personal ex-
periences in Israel! For questions or further informa-
tion about Passport to Israel, Israel teen programs,
or the Follow-Me Program, please contact Cantor
Sarra at cantorsarra@verizon.net or Don and
Marcy Hoban at dmhbhomerun@aol.com.! !

JCC ELC Summer Registration

The JCC Early Learning Center (ELC), Ac
ton is now accepting registration for Summer
Fun June 22 to August 21. Open to all children
ages 20 months to 6 years, you do not have to
be enrolled for the school year to participate.
Our NAEYC Accredited program provides a
developmentally appropriate social and recrea-
tional experience for your child including wa -
ter play, movement, music, cooking, nature ad-
venture, arts and crafts. The children flourish
with individualized attention from highly
trained teachers who foster the childrenOs
physical, cognitive, social, emotional and spiri -
tual development.

Located at Congregation Beth Elohim, the
Center offers children a well-equipped adven -
ture playground, large air-conditioned class -
rooms, and an indoor gross motor playroom.
Choose from:

¥ 2,3,4 or 5 days a week;

¥ 1 to 9 weeks (June 22- August 21); 2

week minimum

¥ Come 9-1#PM

¥ Add early drop off 7:30-9:00#AM

¥ Remain for late stay 1-3, 4 or 6#PM

Call Ronit Ben-Shir 978"266"9988 to register
or schedule a tour. Visit us at
www.jccacton.org. Register before April 1
to receive your early bird discount.
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Sisterhood News
Susan Lerner
sammyabe@aol.com

Thank you to Helaine and Bob Katz for hosting
a wine tasting at their home in January. Great fun
was had by all who attended.

The evening at the Acton Jazz CafZ was a won
derful success. Thank you to Doris Goldstein and
Arlene Weiss for organizing a great night out. We
enjoyed a delicious dinner and music by the Shimon
Ben Shir band.

Calling all OsistersO who might be interested in
either serving on the Sisterhood Board next year or
running a program for Sisterhood. Volunteers are
needed for a variety of programs, events and to help
with the data base. Please contact Susan Lerner at
sammyabe@aol.com or Katie Paikin at
paikin@aol.com if interested in getting involved.

Michele Gultove, March 15th

Save the date and spend the afternoon meeting
and listening to Michele Gutlove as she discusses
her glass artwork and specibcally the process of cre
ating the beautiful artwork she was commissioned
to make for the CBE sanctuary. Ms. Gutlove will of -
fer CBE members an opportunity to purchase pieces
of her work with a percentage going to CBE. A re-
ception will follow.

We heard from our sisterhood members and
have lined up a series of fun, informal gatherings
based on your interests for the remainder of the cal
endar year.

March 12th, Get Organized and Surprised
Looking to get organized, refreshed, uncluttered
or just donOt want to rely on the lottery for your next
big windfall. Join us Thursday, March 12th from 7 to
9#PM as three amazing women help us bPnd more
with less. Susan Pinsky, professional organization
consultant, will share organization strategies that
can work for you. Learn what is really keeping us
from leading clutter free lives and leave with strate -
gies you can use right away. Kerry Shrives, a profes

Yiddish and
Contemporary Israeli Music

WERS, 88.9 FM, broadcasts Chagigah,
Sunday mornings, 8:00D11:00#AM.

sional appraiser, will help us learn more about ap -
praising family OheirloomsO and antiques sale
Obnds.O Joan Olsen of J. Olsen Jewelers will buy
back your unwanted gold jewelry. Bring those un -
wanted and broken pieces that lie unworn in your
jewelry box.

April 5th, Passover Dessert Demonstration

No need to dread the end of your Passover meal
any longer. Karen Collins of ObabycakesO is going to
show you the ropes for Passover desserts and help
you come up with a dessert menu that is not just
easy but delicious and beautiful.

May, Road trip to Wrentham
Details to follow in the next newsletter

Sisterhood Hoodies for Sale! Our fabulous Sis
terhoodies are still available and are perfect for these
cold days of winter. Order your hoodie today! Con -
tact Eve Aronoff for size and order information at
aronoff evel@yahoo.com or at 978"929"0876.

The Sisterhood Store is open for business! Look
for new spring and Passover items! Inquiries can be
made to Judy in the ofpce during weekday hours, or
call Francine Gilman Perry at 508"277"5637 or Katie
Paikin at 978"263"1292.

Many thanks to the following families for host -
ing onegs over the past couple of months: Terri and
Michael Margolis, Linda and Bruce Sabot, Barbara
Frank and Mitchell Sprung, Kristin Norwood and
Lowell Gilbert, Jennifer and Adam Hoffman, Irina
and Yuri Meylikhov, Marcy and Michael Riordan,
Arlene and Alan Weiss, Karen Levy, Debra Cryer
and Sandy Goldman, Susan Lerner and Aaron Wat
man, Susan and Neal Yanofsky, Barbara Rennert and
Martin Kiernicki, Marni and Peter Geller, Debbie
and John Murphy, Pam and David Kurtzer, Jaymi
and Joe Formaggio, Jill and Phillip Wolf, Marlene
and Elliot Steger, Holly and Eran Ben-Joseph, Jenni
fer Daly and Mark Cohen, Heidi and Peter Lovitz,
Melissa and David Morse, Susan and Stuart Wachter,
Kathie and Bob Becker, Vicki Dalis and Stuart Wein-
reb.

Please feel free to sign up for an Oneg date that
is perfect for you and your family. Whether youOd
like to honor someone in your family, celebrate an
event or remember a loved one, it is quick and sim-
ple to choose the Oneg date that you want. For more
information, please contact: Honi Kawut at
978"266"9722Arhoni@comcast.net or Francine
Gilman at 978"392"8585/£gp21@aol.com.! !
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The People of Chelm Want To KnowE
Bob Ferrara
978b263D8642

The long and rich history of Judaism is so much
more accessible to everyone today, even to the ste
ried people of Chelm. Members of our MeOah and
adult education classes have studied this abundant
past and wanted to share what we have learned
with others who might also enjoy it. So this column
was devised and each month there are three ques
tions, usually from different eras. Most are fairly
difpcult questions, and you should be congratulated
for trying to wrestle with any of them. These were
asked in this column a few years ago, but in differ -
ent form. If you donOt know an answer, you will bnd
it on page 11. Please share your new knowledge
with your neighbors, fellow congregants, and espe-
cially the people of Chelm.

1.#Taken literally, the word OTorahO denotes the
brst bve books of the Bible, the books of Moses.
People also use Torah more expansively. It can some
times mean the whole Bible or even all that Jews
have learned about the world. What do you suppose
is the literal meaning of the word OTorahO is the
original Hebrew? Is it truth, study, inspiration,
teachings, law, or knowledge?

2.#Last month our synagogue again hosted, for
the seventh time, the annual Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day Breakfast. This event is sponsored by ActonOs
ONo Place For Hate Committee,O an interfaith group
which works to combat discrimination and promote
respect for differences. The breakfast is an occasion
both to honor this man, who gave his life seeking
these goals, and also to learn from him and others
who seek to uplift all of us. Dr. King is indeed a
modern day prophet, in the great tradition of Amos
and lIsaiah. His powerful speeches condemn social
injustice, call for adherence to the higher standards
of nonviolent change, and offer a vision of a better
day to come. It is no wonder his words have found
such wide acceptance in Judaism, including pas
sages in many Passover Haggadot. Dr. KingOs life,
ended in a shooting in Memphis, Tennessee on April
4, 1968. Do you know why this great man was in
Memphis at that time? In a very direct way, it in -
volved the City of Memphis.

3.#These days are seeing devastating cuts to hu
man service budgets at the state and national levels.
Now especially we need to remember those who
must look to these social programs to stay alive.
Some day it could be one of us who needs some
help. In fact, it was in poor Jewish communities of

the late Medieval times that an embryonic model for
todayOs social welfare agencies was developed.
Something like credit unions evolved to meet the
needs of individual families for assistance with vari -
ous life cycle events. Various items like wedding
rings, brideOs dresses, and even a mohelOs instru
ments were commonly made available, yet items
like burial prayer shawls and Passover dishes were
not. What was the reason, in a practical sense, for the
selection of items that a community member could
obtain from the group?! !

JCC ELC Enrolling Now for 2009-2010

The Reggio approach is based on social con
structivism, believing that children bring prior
experiences to the group and learn best through
relationships and in relation to each other. In
groups, children encounter new perspectives,
strategies and ways of thinking that enable them
to learn from others. A preschool experience that
offers these opportunities helps to develop
many of the characteristics of intelligence: ar-
gumentation and explaining, negotiation, the
capacity to consider multiple possibilities of the
same problem, and the ability to use other
points of view as a resource.

Our JCC Early Learning Center (ELC),
NAEYC accredited program offers families with
young children a safe and caring environment
that is dedicated to nurturing the development
of curious and caring, self-reliant and self-
conbdent young children. We are committed to
excellence based on ref3ective practice. The pro
gram is founded on the principle that children
learn by constructing understanding based on
experiences, they act as learners and researchers,
The focus is on each child, not considered in ise
lation, but in relation to the family, other chil -
dren, the staff, the community and society. A
way of Jewish life is woven into our everyday
program, creating opportunities for children to
make their own connection to rituals and an un -
derstanding of Jewish values. Located at the
synagogue the CenterOs program is culturally
diverse, open to children ages 15 months
through 5 years. Open year round 7:30#AM -
6:00#PM, part-day and full-day options for 3, 4,
or 5 days per week (2 days for toddler only). To
schedule a tour, contact Ronit Ben-Shir at
978"266"9988tbenshir@jccgb.org or Vvisit
our website at www. jccearlylearning.org.
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Library News
Martin Segal
martinsegal@verizon.net

The 15th of the month (The Stardeadline) seems
to come too often, so | usually keep a running list of
items to discuss, but I did not this past month, and
so | donOt have any reviews of Judaica. | have been
reading a lot of James Carroll: his novels, his autobi
ography (he was a peacenik and his father was a
General at the CIA during the Vietnam War, which
broke them apart forever) and Crusadetaken from
President BushOs (43) campaign against the Oaxis of
evil.O

Carroll is a brilliant man, and has a keen sense
of history based on a full knowledge of the past 2000
years. | recommend any of his books to you.

| also became convinced that Daniel Barenboim
has to be the most perfect OclassicalO musician today.
He has played the piano since a child, and still does,
he conducts operas and symphonies, he writes
books, and he has had some striking interpretations
of the Middle East crises. | learned a lot about him
recently: his TV master classes and recitals, his con
ducting at the Met in NY, performing with the Bos -
ton Symphony Orchestra, and his latest book Music
Quickens Time

What a title that is! It starts off as | expected it to:
a treatise on musical aesthetics and philose
phyNgood thing | have lived as long as | have, be -
cause | could understand him and agree with him.
But the bulk of the book is about the West-Eastern
Divan Orchestra which he and his best friend, Pales-
tinian philologist, Edward Said, organized in 1999.

The Orchestra is made up of young musicians
from every country in the Middle East as well as
Spain, where they have their summer workshops
and then branch out to perform all over Europe and
the USA, as well as one concert in an Arab country,
Morocco, but not the Middle East, They started their
workshops in Weimar, and visited nearby Buchen -
wald, but moved to Andalusia for further work -
shops.

The most striking outcome of these workshops
was a concert in Ramallah in August, 2005, the only
time they have played anywhere in the Middle East,
and it has just been announced that the January 2009
concerts in Qatar and Cairo have been canceled.

Barenboim says he is not a politician, that weap-
onry will not bring peace, and that the orchestra is a
small step in getting people who have something
very important in common to learn that Oknowledge
is the beginning.O

This material is collected in a 2 DVD set: one a
documentary and one the Ramallah concert. It also
contains the famous incident at the Knesset in 2004
when he was awarded the prestigious Wolf prize for
the arts. He quoted the Israel Declaration of Inde-
pendence and said that Israel has not guaranteed her
neighbors the same independence. He was immedk
ately challenged by the Minister of Education for
Oattacking the State of IsraelO to whom he brieRy
responded.

Barenboim has also accepted Palestinian citizen
ship. In order to avoid as many conRicts as possible
during the Ramallah concert, Spain had given dip -
lomatic passports to all the musicians. The Israelis
had to arrive just in time, and to leave immediately
after the concert, always accompanied by armed po
lice. But the concert itself was like any other concert
in front of a recognizable concert audience.

Please rent these DVDs for some very interesting
sites and insights into the Middle East, and if one of
you would like to buy it for the CBE Library, we
would love to have it.

So what started out to look like a very lean arti -
cle turned into one that moved me very deeply. My
heart was on edge all the time for the safety of all the
musicians, but more than that | knew that the mes-
sage of the music was bringing people from different
lands and culture into a harmony that | wish so
much the politicians could achieve.

Thank you, todah shokran! !

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin to Speak at
Annual Birnbaum Memorial Lecture

Joseph Telushkin, named by Talk Magazine
as one of the 50 best speakers in the United
States, is the author ofJewish Literacy: The Mos
Important Things to Know About the Jewish Relig
ion, Its People and Its HistoryThe most widely
selling book on Judaism of the past two decades,
Jewish Literacyas been hailed by leading bgures
in all the major movements of Judaism.

The Synagogue Council of Massachusetts is
greatly honored that Rabbi Joseph Telushkin
will deliver the 6th annual Connie Spear Birn -
baum Memorial Lecture. Rabbi TelushkinOs talk,
entitled OLove Your Neighbor as Yourself: A
Code of Jewish Ethics,0 will take place on Sun
day, March 22 at 7:30#PM at Temple Aliyah of
Needham. Visit the CouncilOs website at
http://www.synagoguecouncil.org/ for
further details.
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Adult Education News
Waky
978"263"1495

To tell you the truth, a couple of months ago, |
didnOt think we could live up to programming as
exciting as James Carroll. What a wonderful and
informative evening we had and so many people
joined us, as Lewis often says at BOnai Mitzvah,
Ofrom so many different places geographically and
from so many different places spiritually.O But | am
squirming in my seat with excitement as | sit here
writing about our up and coming Scholar/Artist-in-
Residence program on February 6, 7, and 8 with
Hankus Netsky (see Ryer on page 2). If you like
klezmer music, if you like jazz, if youOre nostalgic for
Yiddish, Hankus is your man.#

An excerpt from his ofbcial biography:

A multi-instrumentalist, composer, and scholar,
Hankus Netsky is Vice President for Education at
the National Yiddish Book Center in Amherst, MA,
and Chair of the Contemporary Improvisation De -
partment at the New England Conservatory in Bos -
ton. Netsky is founder and director of the Klezmer
Conservatory Band, an internationally renowned
Yiddish music ensemble, and serves as research di
rector of the Klezmer Conservatory Foundation, a
non-probt organization dedicated to the preserva-
tion and perpetuation of Yiddish and klezmer music
traditions. He has taught Yiddish Music at Hebrew
College, New England Conservatory, and Wesleyan
University and has lectured extensively on the sub-
ject in the US., Canada, and Europe. Several of his
essays on klezmer music have been published ...

His PIlm scores include The Fool and the Flying
Ship a childrenOs video narrated by Robin Williams
and The Forward: From Immigrants to Americande
adapted and composed the score to the musical
Shlemiel the Firstand composed the incidental music
for the NPR radio series, Jewish Stories From Eastern

Elliot Steger Jazz Quartet In Concert
To Benebt The American Cancer Society

Friday, February 27, 2009,
9:30#PM - Midnight
Acton Jazz CafZ
452 Great Road, Acton

Reservations recommended:

www.actonjazzcafe.com
978"263"6161

Europe and BeyondHis other signibcant recent com-
positions include The Trees Of The Dancing Goaénd
ChagallOs Mandolins.

He served as musical director and arranger for
Joel GreyO8orshtcapades Q@hd collaborated with
violinist Itzhak Perlman on In The FiddlerOs Hoysa
klezmer music video, recording, and touring project
which culminated in a PBS documentary.

He was artistic director for A Taste of Passover
and A Taste of ChanukahPBS concert productions
that featured Theodore Bikel, taped at New England
Conservatory and broadcast nationally. He was a
consultant, arranger, and featured performer on To
Lifel America Celebrates Israel 50tiroadcast interna-
tionally by CBS. He has produced numerous record-
ings, including ten Klezmer Conservatory Band
CDs.

Dr. Netsky holds BachelorOs and MasterOs de
grees from New England Conservatory in composi -
tion and a Ph.D. in Ethnomusicology from Wesleyan
University. He has been the recipient of the New
England ConservatoryOs outstanding alumni award,
and was honored twice by New England Conserva-
tory for excellence in teaching. He was also honored
in 1999 by Jazz Magazine as one of the 150 most in
Ruential musicians in contemporary jazz and was
the recipient of the 2006 Yosl Mlotek Award for the
Perpetuation of Yiddish Culture. And heOs coming to
study with us and play for us!

This special weekend will be a blend of informa -
tive talks, music for our souls and great fun. His
audiences will include the children in Hebrew
school, families in worship together, adults sharing
breakfast, a concert and a dance (and some wine)!
There will be kids playing their own instruments
and singing; there will be grandparents, sharing
special time with the children; the youngest kids will
have story time to learn about klezmer music.
Please, pencil us in for whatever piece(s) of the
weekend you can makeNopen and free to all. CBEOs
gonna rock.! !

Annual Choir Service

P, D
N
< S
Save the Date! Friday evening, March, 20,
2009. The Joy of Shabbat.
CBEOs annual choir service will feature a

special commission in honor of Rabbi Mintz and
Naomi!
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Answers For the People of Chelm

and Any Other Curious Souls

1.#The word OTorahO means OteachingsO
Oinstruction.O Literally it denotes just the Prst bve
books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, and Deuteronomy, which contain the
mitzvot, GodOs commandments. But just as often it
refers to the larger body of Jewish teaching.

2. In the great tradition of the prophets, Dr.
Martin Luther King had a way of engaging in the
everyday battles while at the same time connect
ing peopleOs efforts to much larger, universal
moral themes. Dr. King was in Memphis that April
of 1968 to lead a march in support of striking sani-
tation workers of the City of Memphis. Over 1,300
garbage men walked off their jobs in support of
better working conditions and union recognition.
They were paid abysmal wages, had intolerable
working conditions and no benebts of any kind,
and could be bred for any injury incurred on the
job. The strike assumed national signiPcance, gal
vanizing support on both sides. A few weeks after
Dr. KingOs death, the city did grant union recogni-
tion, and this led to further gains for public work -
ers all over the South and in other parts of our
country. In the last weeks of Dr. KingOs life, he
seemed to have a premonition of his own death.
Some mentioned that he thought he might die in a
few weeks during the planned Poor PeopleOs

March to Washington. In his last major speech
given the night before his death, he shared that he
or  Ohad been to the mountaintop.O He had seen the
promised land and knew that we as a people will
get there. The OweO includes us and our new
President Barack Obama.
3.#The Jewish social groups of Medieval times
answered the then current religious requirement
that certain objects must be OownedO by those par
ticipating in a ceremony. A bride had to be married
in Oher ownO dress and had to be given a ring the
groom had Opurchased.O Likewise for a proper
circumcision rite, rabbinic interpretation required
that the mohel have his own instruments. In the
poor Ashkenazic communities, most families did
not have the resources to comply, so they
Obought,O albeit on temporary basis, the items to
fulbll these requirements. Later on the group con-
veniently bought them back. This system obvi-
ously worked well when items were needed nei -
ther continuously (e.g. a burial shawl) nor simul -
taneously by all members of the community (e.g.
Passover dishes). More recently, it is worth noting
that the design of BostonOs largest private um
brella social service agency, the United Way, was
strongly infBuenced by the formation of the brst
independent federation of Jewish agencies, estab
lished in Boston in 1895. We should remember
these charitable traditions in these difbcult times.!!

Nominating Committee News
Natalie Matus
978"264"9844

CBE Board Positions Open

ItOs once again time to ask you to consider join
ing the CBE Board of Directors for the coming year.
The Board plays a critical role in the Congregation,
overseeing all operations, the professional staff, re
ligious services, education and programming. This is
a wonderful opportunity to use your talents and
interests on behalf of our Congregation. We would
be delighted to talk with you to help match your
skills and interests with our board positions, or to
suggest a committee that you might like to join.

The following positions, with 2 year terms, are
open:

Get the Metrowest Jewish Reporter
free, Call 508"872"4808.

¥President

¥Vice President of Development
¥Membership

¥Fund Raising

¥Social

¥Ritual

The following 1 year terms are open:

¥Member-at-large

¥Nominating Committee, a non-Board
position, voted on by the Congregation

If you want to join this group of interesting,
friendly and committed volunteers, or simply want
to bnd out more about the available positions, please
contact Marcy Hoban, Chair of the Nominating
Committee at 978"635"9928. The slate of nominations
will be presented to the Board for approval by the
end of February and will be voted on by all congre -
gants in good standing in April 2009. Terms begin
May 15, 2009.! !

-11-
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Rallies In Support of Israel
Bob Becker
978b263D8097

There were two rallies in support of Israel
around Boston in January, both cold nights. One was
inside at Congregation Mishkan Tebla in Chestnut
Hill. The other was at Copley Square in Boston.
These rallies featured speakers telling stories and
getting people involved. Most of the stories were
about the innocent victims.

Robert Haynes, the President of the Massachu
setts AFL-CIO, told about his recent visit to Sderot in
southern Israel. He told about visiting a school,
when the OCode Red AlertO sounded. He called to
his colleagues to get out of the bathroom and ran to
the gym which is the shelter. There were some eight
and nine year old kids thereNtheyOd been playing
soccer outside. After a few seconds there was the
thud, and the the kids all called home. Haynes real-
ized these kids have known few days in their lives
when they didnOt have to be prepared to Pnd shelter.

Of course, the children of Sderot are not the only
innocent victims of Hamas. There are plenty of them
in Gaza as well. One of the speakers told the story of
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) capture of a Hamas
bPghter and the map he carried. The map shows the
placement of snipers and Improvised Explosive De-
vices (IEDs). One sniper placement is at the entrance
of a Mosque. The IEDs were placed by the entrances
to homes in a dense neighborhood and a gas de
potNguaranteeing civilian casualties if any were to
explode. (The IDF has several videos on youtube:
www.youtube.com/user/idfnadesk?blend=1 ,
there is one about this map.)

This conBict isnOt new nor are the tactics. As
Golda Meir said, OThere will be peace in the Middle
East when the Arabs love their children more than
they hate the Jews.O 10d change that to, OThere will
be peace in the Middle East when the Arabs love
their children more than they hate their enemies.O

An Afternoon with Michele Gutlove

The Sisterhood presents Michele Gutlove,
glass artist of our sanctuary art on Sunday after-
noon, March 15 at 2:30#PM.

Michele designed and created our beautiful
sanctuary art. Hear MicheleOs presentation on
the history of glass artistry and learn how the
inspiration of Judaism inBuences her interpreta-
tions in her glass designs and work. (A limited
sampling of her art will be for sale.)

For example, the Fatah/Hamas confEict continues
and not a small number of the casualties in Gaza are
members of Fatah caused directly by Hamas.
| was listening to Monday the Rabbi Took Qffne
of the books in the Rabbi Small series. These, usually
apolitical, mysteries feature the spiritual leader of a
synagogue in a bctional town on the north shore of
Boston on Route 128. In this book, copyright in 1972,
Rabbi Small is in Israel. ThereOs been what appears
to be a terrorist bombing and Yacov Carmi was
killed. So, the police wonder whether it was really a
murder. HereOs an a excerpt from dialog among the
police:
Olt means that Yacov Carmi had an idea
that would perhaps mean extra income to
the Arab farmersg.O
OBut if it was to help the Arab farm-
ersNO
OThis is precisely what the terrorists
donOivant. Who has suffered most at their
hands? Not the Jews. WeOve been able to
protect ourselves. ItOs been the Arabs, ten to
one, twenty to one. Those poor devils in
GazaNtheyOre the ones that have got most
of it. And why? Because the terrorists donOt
want them to be prosperous because they
might decide that they are better off with us
than with Arab masters.O

While these things donOt change, much of the
world doesnOt understand the dynamics. Bright red
hats were handed out at Copley Square as a re
minder of the OColor Red Alert.0 So, make a state
ment, wear something red. When asked why, ex-
plain!! !

An Evening with Dr. Mirkin

Marsha Mirkin, a Ph.D. in clinical psychol -
ogy, and author of The Women Who Danced By the
Seawill speak on Thursday evening, May 14th at
7:30#PM. The event is cosponsored by Sisterhood
and Hadassah.

Come hear Marsha speak on OFinding Our
selves in the Stories of Our Biblical Foremoth-
ers.O Drawing on psychological interpretation
and the lens of the contemporary relevance of
the Bible, Marsha will help us Oembark on a
journey that can lead us to deeper connection
within ourselves, with those we love, and with
the increasingly complex and dangerous world
in which we live.O
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Social Action Committee News
Eddie Rubin# rubin@kenetinc.com
Ellen Maiman# ellenmaiman@yahoo.com

Upcoming Events

Our next Household Goods Recycling Ministry
(HGRM) day is Sunday, February 8th, from 1-4#PM.
We continue to need people (adults and teenagers)
to help out so please consider signing up for this
one. As always, please contact Ellen Maiman at
ellenmaiman@yahoo.com for more information or
to sign up.

We are scheduled to help out at the Lazarus
House soup kitchen on Sunday, February 22, and we
need a few families. Please let Eddie Rubin,
rubin@kenetinc.com, know if you can make it.

Past Activities:

We had a good turnout on Sunday, January 11th,
at HGRM. With Ellen managing, Maida Fund, Orna
Shohet and her son Gil, and Deborah Berger and her
son Aaron assisted nine families who weathered the
storm to collect goods they needed.

Even though the Chanukah celebration was
called off due to the snow storm our members really
stepped up to make sure we had a good showing for
the Acton Pantry food drive. Ellen and Craig Mai -
man delivered around 100 bags of food over the
holidays. Thank you to Glenn Fund for sending the
congregation a last minute appeal.

On Christmas Day, a group of 11 members of the
CBE community traveled to Lawrence to serve
meals at the Cor Unum meal Center. The center
serves two meals a day, 365 days a year, to as many
as 500 people who might otherwise go hungry. Pa-
trons can include single people, families with chil -
dren, the homeless, the working poor, or simply
people in need of a good meal in a comforting envi-
ronment. The facility, built in 2006, is a striking
building with high ceilings and walls of glass; pa -
trons are served by volunteer wait staff at tables of
10. One table is reserved for children who arrive
with no accompanying adult. During the year, as the
Cor Unum staff get to know the regular patrons,
they keep track of and celebrate childrenOs birth
daysNfor some children, it is the Prst time they have
ever had a birthday cake.

Christmas dinner at the center was an elegant
affair, with tablecloths and Rowers on every table.
The group from CBE joined families from local
church parishes and several nuns to serve, bus ta
bles, and wash dishes for the approximately 325 pa
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My Big Fat Purim Party
March 7
X 2009
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Persia never had it so good!
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trons who arrived. The patrons enjoyed a dinner of
roast beef and ham, with appetizers, dessert, and all
the trimmings, in a relaxed environment. The volun -
teers were busy all eveningNin the end, all agreed
that they had truly enjoyed the experience, and that
it felt as though they had given themselves a gift
(even the teenager who spent the evening washing
dishes and mopping the Roor!).

Emma Perkins, helping to serve. (Boston Globe)

Thanks to all who volunteeredNthe Perkins
family (Shane, Scott, Emma and Marc), Julia Kline,
Matt and Jane Kontoff, and Karen, Tom, Emily and
Ben Coll. A special thanks to Karen Coll for leading
this.

A few families, including the Shohets and the
Laufers, helped out at the Lazarus House soup
kitchen on December 21 and 28. We will continue
our relationship with this soup kitchen throughout
the winter.! !

Come to Shabbat Torah Study
with Artist-in-Residence
Hankus Netsky on February 7.
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Nashoba Valley Hadassah News
Kerry Shrives
978"772"6950 / shrives@charter.net

CHECK IT OUT" Volunteer Opportunities

Over 10,000 high school students in area schools
have participated in this Hadassah sponsored cancer
awareness program. Help is needed stufbng packets
during daytime and evening sessions. Please contact
Phyllis Bloom at Phyllis.bloom@verizon.net /
978"263"7878 or Amy Degen at 978"448"0281 /
amyhope@charter.net for information about
how you can help.

Shop at ChicoOs to Benebt Nashoba Valley Ha
dassah, Tuesday, March 3, 2009 between
6:00-9:00#PM, 145 Main Street, (Route 2A), Acton.
Last yearOs Wardrobe Party was such fun-join us
again, or for the brst time. ChicoOs provides ward
robe advice, tips and light refreshments. 10% of re
ceipts for OHadassahO shoppers will be donated
back to the Chapter. Please let Donna Brock know by
February 26th if you are planning to attend and
bring guests. Email grandefrommage@att.net or
phone 978"371"8084.

Rachel Cole in Concert, Sunday, March 29
See Rachel Cole at 3:00#PM at the Belmont

Country Club, Belmont, cosponsored by the
Nashoba Valley and Arlington-Lexington Chapters
of Hadassah. Enjoy an afternoon of music featuring
Rachel Cole and her band. Listen to a rising star in
the inspirational pop/rock music scene for an up -
beat and joyous presentation of original Jewish mu-
sic for families of all ages. Tickets $18 in advance
available at Michelson Shoes, Lexington and Bet
mont Toys, Belmont, $20 at the door. Admission in-
cludes make-your-own-sundaes following the con -
cert. For artistOs biography and music samples visit
http://www.rachelcolemusic.com.

Hadassah Cards & Certibcates
Available for life cycle events or for donations,
please contact Michelle Jacob at 978"897"1173 or

mjacob4088@aol.com.

If you are interested in receiving more informa -
tion about Hadassah in our area, please contact
Caren Boroshok at carenb@yahoo.com or
978"448"0580. For regional information, visit
www.nner.hadassah.org,. For national informa-
tion visit www.hadassah.org.! !

Mark the Date: February 1, 2009 10:00 AM

The world-wide wrap returns to CBE

The World Wide Wrap is an international
program of the Fed-
eration of Jewish
MenOs Clubs that q:"-r
allows Jews from all ()
over the world to
join together to prac-
tice and learn about
the performance of
the mitzvah of wrap-
ping tebllin. While it
is still early, as of the
time this is being written, 4930individuals have
already signed up to be a part of this event.

Jews of all ages, males and females, lefties
and righties, inside wrappers, outside wrappers
and maybe even a gangstaO wrapper will gather
in the CBE sanctuary for instruction on the
make-up of the phylacteries, the content of the
parchment within them, the procedures and
prayers for both putting them on, and for re -
moving them.

Already have your own tePllin? Dust them
off and bring them along. DonOt have your own
tebllin? WeOll have a few sets that will be made
available for your use. Want to obtain your own
set? C heck here
http://fjmc.org/StoreTefillin.html.

If you are already acquainted with the proc -
ess and want to aid others, please consider vol
unteering to mentor others. WeOll have a core
group of individuals available who are comfort -
able with the process who will be glad to impart
their knowledge/experience to anyone who
might request it.

Get ready to wrap and roll.

"

Last year!s Wrap
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My Big Fat Purim Party
Get your tickets now for another fun fund -
raiser:

My Big Fat Purim Party

Saturday, March 7, 2009, 7:30-10:30#PM

Persia never had it so good!

¥ Bring your friends and leave your
kids at home.

¥ Eat, drink and enjoy CBEOs own Purim
Schpielon Saturday night.

¥ Join us for a night of food, drink, jug -
glers, revelry, belly dancing, and
more.

¥ Dress-up or dress up. WeOll provide
the masks/accessories if you donOt
bring your own.

¥ Free hors dOouvres and desserts. Cash
bar. Silent auction and raff3es.

¥ $25 per person.

¥ Checks must be received at CBE by
February 26th for preferred Schpiel
seating.

Questions? Contact Ellen Valade at

978"263"5076 oellenvalade@yahoo.com.
See Ryer in this issue ofThe Star

Brotherhood News

Don Hoban#

978"635"9928#
brotherhood@bethelohim.org

The Chanukah Candle distribution, executed on
December 14, targeted the families of Holidays To-
gether and Kindergarten thru third grade classes.
The intent was to deliver candles to the 72 families
so that the youngest child from that family would
receive the package to bring home. The subcommit
tee was headed by Peter Lovitz with help from Rick
Green, Jonah Laufer, Ron Honig went well, although
between some children being absent and two snow-
storms, all of the packages have yet to be handed
out, so please check with your teacher.

The next attempt at a Breakfast will be on Feb
ruary 8 at 8:30#AM, the Artist-in-Residence Breakfast
sponsored in part by the Sisterhood and the Adult
Education Committee; hopefully Mother Nature will
cooperate with us this time!

Also, on February 8, just after Hebrew School,
we will head over as a group to Nagog Park for
some old-fashioned sledding. When we are done, we
can head over to Starbucks for hot-chocolate and

Andrew Gruskay
978"266"2971

munchies. We will meet in front at 1#PM.

With Purim around the corner, we are looking
for help from the Brotherhood for helping in the
carnival and/or kitchen making lunch.

We are still taking applications for membership
for this year at $18 for the remainder of the year.! !

Winter Film Series Continues

Come get out of the cold and join us watch-
ing a series of wonderful Pims this winter. All
PIms start at 7:30#PM. No charge.

February 3rd: Bonjour Monsieur Shlom{2003)

Shlomi is a caretaker of everyone in his fam-
ily, from his feeble grandfather to his sickly
older brother and their disgraced father. Shlomi
cooks each family memberOs favorite meal to
keep them on an even keel. Problem is, ShlomiOs
pretty much invisible to those he cares forNuntil
a math test at school catches the attention of
ShlomiOs teacher, who suspects that a unique
personality lies behind that dormant facade.

February 24th: The Syrian Bridg2004)

Eran RiklisOs PIm digs into the Middle East
confict with the tale of a Druze woman who
lives with her family in the Israeli-occupied Go -
lan Heights. Her family makes plans for her to
marry a Syrian television star from Damascus,
but the wedding must take place at the border,
and once she marries and crosses into Syria,
sheOll never be able to return home. Hiyam Ab
bass, Makram J. Khoury and Clara Khoury star.

March 17th:Uellybsi(2007)

The stories of three disparate women inter-
sect at a Tel Aviv wedding. Newly single Batiya
(Sarah Adler) works with the catering crew;
Filipina Joy (Ma-nenita De Latorre) attends the
event as the caregiver of an elderly woman; and
the bride (Noa Knoller) sees her honeymoon
dreams go up in smoke. Directed by popular
Israeli novelist Etgar Keret and his screenwriter
wife, Shira Geffen, the bPIm won the Camera
dOOr at Cannes.

March 31st:!Arranged(2007)

When Rochel and NasiraNan Orthodox Jew
and a MuslimNmeet as new teachers at a Brook-
lyn school, coworkers and students expect fric-
tion. But the women discover they have a shared
expectation of entering into arranged marriages.
As they experience tension between their tradi-
tional cultures and life in contemporary Amer -
ica, Rochel and Nasira form a special bond.
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Donations

The congregation thanks our members, their relatives and friends,
and the larger community for donations recently receivedE

To the General Fund from:
Michelle & Chris Siegert

Florence Bachrach, in memory of David
Bachrach

Michael & Laura Young

Mina Levitsky, in memory of her mother,
Raya Zandel, on the occasion of her
yahrzeit

Rivelle Sutton

The Leicher Family, in memory of Roman
Levitsky, father of Gennady Levitsky

Stephen & Diane Richter

Anisim Berman, in memory of Faina
Kotlyar

Jim & Susan Kemp, in memory of Irving
Budiansky, Gary BudianskyOs father

Carol Sarshik, in memory of Cantor Saul
Hammerman, father of Shelley Green

Faina Gutkin

Jonah & Pam Laufer, in memory of Cantor
Saul Hammerman, father of Shelley Green
To the General Fund for the High Holyday

Appeal from:

Alan & Peggy Berko

To the Capital Fund from:

Linda & Philip Borghesani

To the RabbiOs Discretionary Fund from:

Barry Breslau, in appreciation for all that
Rabbi Mintz has done for the Breslau and
Greenberg families

To the Choir Fund from:

Barry Breslau, in appreciation for all the
ChoirOs hard work, which always results
in a memorable addition to our services,
and which was especially true during the
past High Holyday services

Jerald & Carol Finkel

Marcy & Don Hoban, in memory of
Cantor Saul Hammerman, Shelley GreenOs
father

Rita & Larry Grossman, in memory of
Cantor Saul Hammerman, Shelley GreenOs
father

To the Mortgage Reduction Fund from:

Rodney, Susan, Andrew and Ryan Hass, in
memory of Steven Klein

Linda & Ben McCann, in honor of their
good friends, Paula & Ken Kopelman, for
caring for the McCannOs little companion
when they travel

To the Al Valade Fund from:

Ellen Valade, in honor of Randi Wallen
and all her accomplishments

Ellen Valade, in memory of Antonia
Hanstein, mother of Judi Hess
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Donations

The congregation thanks our members, their relatives and friends,
and the larger community for donations recently receivedE

To the Bridge to the Future Fund from:

Gena & David Manalan, wishing Linda
Friedman a speedy recovery

Gary & Judy Budiansky, wishing Linda
Friedman a speedy return to Ogood as
newO

Gary & Judy Budiansky, in honor of Emily
GoldsteinOs engagement to Ted Macnow

Gary & Judy Budiansky, in honor of
George & Carolee SchafferOs new
grandson, Harper Cross

To the Chesed Fund from:

Linda & Denis Friedman, in honor of
George & Carolee SchafferOs new
grandson, Harper

To the Piano Fund from:

Jerry T. Sherman, wishing Eve Aronoff a
speedy recovery

To the Jack & Roda Katz Fund from:
Bob & Helaine Katz, in memory of BobOs
aunt, Claire Shurin

To the Social Action Fund from:

Shelley & Dan Klein, in honor of Art &
Martha Shane

To the Family Education Fund from:
Marilyn Leeds & David Salomon, in

memory of Shelley GreenOs father, Saul
Hammerman

Minyanaires! News
Allan Krueger
978b263-3107 /ajaykrueger@earthlink.net
Remember when there use to be two Federal
holidays in February? When Lincoln and Washing -
ton were both important enough to have their own
birthdays recognized as worthy of great observances
(and yes, special sales). When people got together
and celebrated good things. Return to days of yore.
This year by Presidential proclamation, between the
secular observance of V-day on Saturday, and Presi
dents Day on Monday, CBE will connect the two
observances with a Shacharit Service in the CBE
sanctuary on Sunday morning February 15th. Be a
part of making it all come together. The Service be-
gins at 8:30. Come a few minutes early and join in
the smooze. Open to all. Prior experience is not a
pre-requisite.  No-pressure guidance/instruction
available upon request. Inaugurate a new classic. Try
it, youOll like it.! !

Shabbat Learner!s Class

Please join Cantor Spierer for a lively, inter-
active exploration of Shabbat prayers and their
ability to connect us to community, to ourselves,
and to God. Whether you have never attended
services before or never miss a week, this class
will be an opportunity to sing, learn, share your
thoughts, deepen your understanding, ask your
questions, and gain comfort with the service and
prayers. Each week we will focus on a new sec
tion of the Shabbat morning liturgy.

No Hebrew reading experience is necessary.
All class sessions are independent, so please feel
encouraged to come for just one session or for
all.

Our next class is Tuesday, February 24,
7:30-8:30#PM. RSVPs are always welcome td
cantorsarra@bethelohim.org.
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Donations

The congregation thanks our members, their relatives and friends,
and the larger community for donations recently receivedE

To the Amy Naparstek Fund from:

Rabbi Michael Luckens, in memory of
Amy

Chips & David Naparstek, wishing Linda
Friedman a speedy and complete recovery

Chips & David Naparstek, wishing Cantor
Sarra a speedy and complete recovery

Judith Auderieth

Chips & David Naparstek, in loving
memory of Amy on the occasion of her
yahrzeit

Chips & David Naparstek, in loving
memory of Ida/Mom/Grammy
Naparstek on the occasion of heryahrzeit

Chips & David Naparstek, with
congratulations and best wishes to Emily
Goldstein and Ted Macnow on their
engagement

Chips & David Naparstek, with best
wishes for a return to good health to Edna
Aronson

The Koslov Cousins Club, in loving
memory of Amy

Linda & Denis Friedman, in loving
memory of Amy Sara Naparstek

Chips & David Naparstek, in honor of
Lauren KruegerOs engagement to Matthew
David Brozik

Meryl & Bob Widman, in memory of Amy
on the occasion of heryahrzeit

Chesed Happenings
Ellen Krueger
978"263"3107

ItOs the dark of winter. True, the light is lasting
longer, but thereOs no denying the cold and dreari
ness of the season. At this time of year, things seem
to happen to lay us even lower than at other times.
And sometimes we need a little help from the out -
side. Is there something that you need from the Che-
sed Committee? It might be a ride, short-term help
with meals during an illness or inability to get
around? Need help grocery shopping? ThatOs the
kind of assistance the committee is there to provide.
ItOs conbdential. 1tOs there to give you a boost when
itOs necessary. Please let us help if you are in need of
it. Call George Schaffer at 978"263"4341, or email to
chesed@bethelohim.org to get the ball rolling.

The Chesed Committee still needs help in one
area. If you know of news the CBE Community
should know, please call the ofbce or send an email
to chesed@bethelohim.org. We want to help the
Beth Elohim community be aware of whatOs going
on in the lives of fellow congregants. That way

members can send a note of congratulations, en
couragement, or sympathy to those in the commu-
nity who would appreciate it. Please pass your news
along. If we donOt know about it, we canOt share it.
¥Mazal tovto Rick and Cindi Silverman on
the engagement of their son Josh to Irene
Malatesta.
¥Mazal tovto Fred and Doris Goldstein on
the engagement of their daughter Emily to
Theodore Macnow.
¥Mazal tovto Dr. Joanne Harris on the
engagement of her son Daniel to Carrie
Herman.
¥Mazal tovto Allan and Ellen Krueger on
the engagement of their daughter Lauren
to Matthew David Brozik.
¥Refuah schlemala return to good health to
Barbara Weiss with a broken ankle.
¥ Condolences to Craig Michaelsen and
family on the recent death of his mother,
Mrs. Janet Michaelsen.
¥Refuah schlemato Shelley Klein after knee
surgery.! !
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Our Purim Schpielers are not only great thespians! —
they are also creative thinkers: ~~

"Let#s perform the Schpiel twice —Q\
$$$once as a Fundraiser!% they said$

So be part of CBE history$
Bring your friends and we#ll eat! drink and enjoy the Schpiel at &

My Bl Fait o
Puir

uurnn Paurty e

Saturday! March 'th! :4) 5 .):4)

AE Our schpielers will bring Purim to life on the stage &
< we#ll bring Persia to life in the social hall!
¥ Cash bar
¥ Persian hors d#oeuvres
" ¥ Desserts

¥ Silent auction and rales
¥ Belly dancing
¥ Jugglers and more

] ¥ Dress up or dresslup 2we#ll provide the masks3
Tickets: +(, per person$

¥ Age (. and over please$

¥ Checks payable to Congregation Beth Elohim can be
mailed to CBE! P$O$ Box ((./! Acton! MA ).'() Questions? O"ers of

¥ Need a babysitter? Midrasha sitters available to sit help? Rale donations?
at your home during this event$ Contact Leann at Contact Ellen Valade at

. ellenvalade@yahoo$com$

Lshamash.@verizon$net

¥ Paid orders received by February (0 will receive preferred
seating at the Schpiel performance!

Please order in advance so we know how much food to prepare$ Thanks!

Ticket order form ¥ My Big Fat Purim Party ¥ March " ())*

Number of tickets: X +(,$)) - +

Name:

Please make checks payable to Congregation Beth Elohim and mail to CBE! P$0O$ Box ((./! Acton! MA ).'()
Checks must be received by February (0 for preferred seating for the Saturday night Schpiel$

! -19-
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Congregation Beth Elohim
133 Prospect Street
Acton, MA 01720

(978) 263-3061

Mah

Jongg
Tournamen
In Acton!

Sunday,
March 22, 2009
1:30 b 5:00 PM

* Will be following National Mah Jongg
Association rules

** Please let us know if you have a Mah Jongg

set you can bring. Thanks!

Questions regarding the tournament, contact
Sue Seger at segerr@comcast.net

February 2009

Pre-reqistration required with non-

refundable payment Nmail in completed
form and check, $10 per person, payable to

Congregation Beth Elohim to: Congregation
Beth Elohim, PO Box 2218, Acton, MA
01720 by March 12, 2009. Attn: Sue Seger.

Sign-in :1:30 - 2:00 PM at Congregation
Beth Elohim. Play begins at 2PM and finish
at5 PM.

Registration fee: Only $10 Includes: Light
refreshments & Awards to winners.

Remember to bring your own 2008 Mah
tJongg Card to the event!

Open to the communityN
bring your family & friends!

Name:

Phone #

Email:
Level of play:
" Beginner "

Intermediate " Advanced

Name:

Phone #

Email:
Level of play:
" Beginner "

Intermediate " Advanced

Name:

Phone #

Email:
Level of play:
" Beginner "

Intermediate " Advanced
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You are invited to CBEOs annual Purim Shpiel

Once Upon a Shpiel

Written by Jonathan Linden
Lyrics by Karen Capland, Jonathan Linden, Art Shane and Suzanne Kabakoff
Music by Art Shane, Julie Kozhukhin and Marsha Martin

Starring a vast array of amazingly talented and dedicated individuals
from all walks of life in Acton and the suburbs beyond.

Sunday, March 8" at 10:00
Doors open at 9:30

Participants are asked to bring beans and rice
for the Acton Food Pantry

Once Upon a Shpialill be followed by
the Purim Carnival for all students.

Mi shenichnas Adar marbin bOsimitghen the month of Adar comes, joy is increased.
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current/calendar.htm

/ /www.bethelohim.org/star

The congregation calendar is also online athttp
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The deadline for Articles submitted to The
the March issue of Star must include a contact
The Starns February 15 name in case of questions.
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