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CBE Adult Ed presents our
2009 WINTER FILM SERIES

Come get out of the cold and join us watching a series of wonderful films this winter. No charge.

Jan6™, 7:30 : The Counterfeiters

(2007)

Facing an ethical quandary, Jewish master forger Salomon Sorowitsch must choose between abetting the
Nazis and saving his skin in this taut Oscar nominated drama based on a true story. Assembled at a
death camp, a cadre of printers, artists and chiselers... led by the opportunistic Sorowitsch.. is tasked
with counterfeiting currencies to weaken Allied economies. But will Sorowitsch's conscience begin to

gnaw at him as the war draws to a close?

Jan 20", 7:30: James Qlourney to Jerusalem

(2004)

In the imaginary village of Entshongweni, far from western civilization, young James is chosen to
undertake a mission -- a pilgrimage to holy Jerusalem. But Israel is no longer the Holy Land that James
and his people imagined. When he's suspected of trying to infiltrate the country to work illegally, James's
journey takes him through the cruel heart of our economic system, as he learns the tricks of the game

and plays it toward an inevitable end.

Feb 3™ , 7:30: Bonjour Monsieur Shlomi (2003)

Shlomi is a caretaker of everyone in his family, that is, from his feeble grandfather to his sickly older
brother and their disgraced father. Shlomi also cooks each family member's favorite meal to keep them
on an even keel. Problem is, Shlomi's pretty much invisible to those he cares for -- until a math test at
school catches the attention of Shlomi's teacher, who suspects that a unique personality lies behind that

dormant facade.

Feb 24™ 7:30: The Syrian Bride (2004)

Eran Riklis's film digs into the Middle East conflict with the tale of a Druze woman who lives with her
family in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights. Her family makes plans for her to marry a Syrian television
star from Damascus, but the wedding must take place at the border, and once she marries and crosses
into Syria, she'll never be able to return home. Hiyam Abbass and Makram J. Khoury and Clara Khoury

star.

Mar. 17 ™, 7:30: Jellyfish (2007 )

The stories of three disparate women intersect at a Tel Aviv wedding. Newly single Batiya (Sarah Adler)
works with the catering crew; Filipina Joy (Ma-nenita De Latorre) attends the event as the caregiver of an
elderly woman; and the bride (Noa Knoller) sees her honeymoon dreams go up in smoke. Directed by
popular Israeli novelist Etgar Keret and his screenwriter wife, Shira Geffen, the film won the Camera d'Or

at Cannes.

Mar. 31 %, 7:30 Arranged (2007)

When Rochel and Nasira -- an Orthodox Jew and a Muslim, respectively -- meet as new teachers at a
Brooklyn school, co-workers and students expect friction. But the women discover they have a shared
expectation of entering into arranged marriages. As they experience tension between their traditional
cultures and life in contemporary America, Rochel and Nasira form a special bond.
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Schedule of Services
Friday, January 2 8:00 PM Shabbat Evening Service

Saturday, January 3 10:00 AM
Friday, January 9 7:15 PM

Saturday, January 10 10:00 AM

Friday, January 16 8:00 PM
Saturday, January 17 10:00 AM
Friday, January 23 8:00 PM
Saturday, January 24 10:00 AM
Friday, January 30 8:00 PM
Saturday, January 31 10:00 AM

Shabbat Torah Study

Shabbat Service for Young Children#; Tot Shabbat (Lower
Level)—New Members

Shabbat Service#— Ben Jackson Bar Mitzvah; Jr.
Congregation (Lower Level)

Shabbat Evening Service#

Shabbat Service#— Andrew Borghesani Bar Mitzvah
Shabbat Evening Service

Jr. Congregation and K’tonton Shabbat (Lower Level)
Shabbat Evening Service#

Shabbat Family Service
# - Denotes services conducted by Rabbi and Cantor

President!s Message
Sue Wachter
smrwachter@yahoo.com

As I write this article right before Chanukah be-
gins, winter has begun with a bang. An ice storm
that devastated parts of New England hit our con-
gregation hard, and another storm is breathing
down our necks. Through the cold and wintery days
my heart was warmed by the actions of two families
last weekend.

We don’t conduct synagogue business on Shab-
bat. That rule is reinforced every time there is a
change over in the board. So, it was a surprise when
I got a call last Saturday afternoon from a long
standing board member, Don Hoban. It was a couple
of days after the ice storm knocked out electricity to
areas of Massachusetts including Acton, Boxbor-
ough, Harvard, Stow, Littleton, Chelmsford, Lunen-
burg and more. While most in Acton were not af-
fected, the western part of town was out of electric-
ity for nearly 18 hours, which didn’t compare to
those living further west of us, some whom still
don’t have electricity to this day. Don called along
with his wife Marcy and Linda and Bruce Sabot, on
that Shabbat afternoon, to ask if we, the CBE com-
munity, could offer some organized assistance to
those without heat. It was a brilliant idea. The next
day we offered the building to anyone needing re-
prieve from the cold. In addition they organized a
hot spaghetti dinner Sunday evening to all affected.
Notices went out to religious school families and
calls were placed to those congregants in the affected
areas. We even sent an email notice asking for con-
gregants to contact their friends to notify them of

our plans. We had over 40 grateful congregants, of
all ages, attend the dinner. What was even more
stunning was the outpouring of concern from those
not affected by the storm. Some offered their homes
as temporary shelters from the cold, still others just
showed up to the dinner with hot food ready to
serve. The outpouring of concern and generosity
was truly touching.

Through this crisis we realized that we, the CBE
community, need to embark on plans for emergen-
cies. We couldn’t reach all our congregants affected
by the storm in part because we didn’t have every-
one’s current cell phone numbers. So, Don and
Linda will be forming a committee to take a look at
how we respond to community emergencies like this
one. If you are interested in participating, you can
contact Don at dmhbhomerun@aol.com. Thank you
to Don, Marcy, and Linda for spearheading this
committee.

There are many ways you can support the syna-
gogue through this cold and financially strained
winter. You can help us reduce costs by receiving
your copy of The Star electronically rather than
through snail mail. Remember, you can submit more
than one email address to receive The Stay so every-
one in household can be sent their own copy. To sign
up for the email delivery of The Star contact Alan
Weiss at alan weiss@millipore.com. Another
way to help us save is to receive your CBE Quarterly
Bill on line. To receive your bills on line simply con-
tact Chips Naparstek at
chips.naparstek@verizon.net. Another way
to financially help our synagogue is to do your on

(continued on the next page)
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President!s Message (continued)

line shopping through the Amazon link on our web
site. If you go to Amazon through that link CBE re-
ceives between 5% and 10% of the purchase at no
cost to you. The CBE web site address is:
www.bethelohim.org, the link is located in the
top right side of the page.

A Reminder, although we typically hold our Tot
Shabbat and Family with Young Children Services
on the first Friday evening of the month, in January
that date will be switched to the second Friday,
January 9th so we don’t conflict with the winter
break. At that service we will also welcome new
members to our congregation. In addition to a Shab-
bat dinner before the service, we will host our an-
nual ice cream oneg following services. All are wel-
come to participate and enjoy the evening.

As Jews we take very seriously the concept of
tikkun olam our charge to repair the world and make
it better for those coming after us. Certainly Don,
Marcy, Linda and Bruce gave us great examples of
what individuals can do to help make our world a
better place. This past week, the CBE Sisterhood
sponsored the Acton Community Supper providing
a warm holiday meal for those in need. Rebecca
Bregman headed this enormous effort and we are all
grateful for the work she and her committee brought
to this important endeavor. I encourage all of you to
spend time this year actively engaged in tikkun olam
helping to spread the gift of hope. !

My Big Fat Purim Party
Save the date: March 7, 2009 for “My Big
Fat Purim Party”—Persia never had it so good!

The Schpielers and our Fund Raising and
Social Committees are planning something
outstanding.

e Bring all your friends and leave your

kids at home.

e Join us for a night of fun, food, jug-

glers, revelry, belly dancing, and
other surprises.

¢ Dress-up or dress up. We'll provide

masks and accessories if you don’t
bring your own.

e Free food. Cash bar.

e Details in future editions of The Star

Questions? Contact Ellen Valade at
978-263-5076 or ellenvalade@yahoo.com.

Minyanaires! News
e One service
o Two phylacteries
e Three blessings
o Four tzitzit
e Five pieces of parchment
e Six loops around the fingers and hand
e Seven loops around the arm
o Eight-thirty start time
¢ Nine-ten approximate completion
time
e Ten Jews make a minyan

Be a part of making it all come together on
January 11th in the CBE sanctuary beginning at
8:30. Come a few minutes early and join in the
smooze. Open to all. Prior experience is not a
pre-requisite. No-pressure guidance/instruction
available upon request. Try it, you'll like it.

Israel Awareness Group

Please join us to begin to develop an Israel
Awareness Group at CBE. On Tuesday, January
6th at 7:00 we’ll meet to discuss how we can bet-
ter educate and support Israel. Come with your
ideas as we begin to envision how we would
like this group to take shape and what its role
will be in the CBE community. For more infor-
mation  contact ~ Leann  Shamash  at
LShamashl@verizon.net.

How to Reach Us
Telephone

The synagogue telephone number is
978-263-3061. Individuals can be reached at
these extensions:

Rabbi Mintz

Cantor Spierer

Judy Budiansky

Leann Shamash

Heidi Lovitz

W= NI

Web Site
Our congregation web site,
www.bethelohim.org, includes the online
edition of The Star as well as a variety of
other information including the bookstore link
(Amazon.com) and a form for making a
donation.
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The People of Chelm Want To KnowE
Bob Ferrara
978D263D8642

The long and rich history of Judaism is so much
more accessible to everyone today, even to the sto-
ried people of Chelm. Members of our Me’ah and
adult education classes have studied this abundant
past and wanted to share what we have learned
with others who might also enjoy it. So this column
was devised and each month there are three ques-
tions, usually from different eras. Most are fairly
difficult questions, and you should be congratulated
for trying to wrestle with any of them. These were
asked in this column a few years ago, but in differ-
ent form. If you don’t know an answer, you will find
it elsewhere in this issue of The Star Please share
your new knowledge with your neighbors, fellow
congregants, and especially the people of Chelm.

1. Whatever we think of its operations, the
United Nations is still an important forum in today’s
global village. Though its members periodically co-
opt it for their own ends, the UN was founded on
the lofty goal of advancing the fortunes of all nations
and of promoting peace on our earth. These princi-
ples are captured in the engraving on the corner-
stone of UN Building in New York.

And they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any
more.

These lofty words are those of a Biblical prophet.
Can you name the source? Was it a) Isaiah, b) Jere-
miah, c) Samuel, or d) Ezekiel?

2. This past November our Congregation was
host to a hugely successful talk by Globe columnist
James Carroll, author of a detailed and captivating
study of the history of anti-Semitism in the West.
Titled Constantine®s Swordarroll’s work traces this
story from the emergence of a nascent Christian sect
from Judaism through the Holocaust to today. It is a
difficult and painful story, of course, but one that
many Christian leaders are trying to understand.

Star-Lite Correction
Please note that the date of the second film
of the Adult Education series: JamesO Journey o
Jerusalemwas incorrectly reported in the Star-
Lite. The correct date is January 20th; see the
attached flyer in The Star

Carroll was encouraged by the efforts the previous
Pope, John Paul II, had made to heal the historic
breach. Of the Pope’s many acts and speeches on the
subject of Christian-Jewish relations, Carroll finds
one particularly compelling. Of the following list,
which do you think struck him as the most meaning-
ful. Was it 1) his embrace of an Israeli Polish émigré
woman, a 1945 camp survivor whose life he was
credited with saving, 2) his visit to Yad Vashem, the
Holocaust Memorial Center in Jerusalem, 3) his in-
serting a prayer in a crevice at the Kotel, 4) his role
in the release of the 1998 Vatican document, “We
remember: a reflection on the Shoah,” or 5) his bend-
ing to kiss a bowl of Israeli soil, held to his lips by
children, during his visit in the year 2000?

3. Every January we celebrate the birthday of
Reverend Martin Luther King, one of the most influ-
ential Americans and world citizens of the past cen-
tury. Dr. King’s leadership and oratory inspired the
country and fueled the still unfinished civil rights
movement. His words struck a deep chord with
African-Americans, and also among Jews, many of
whom eagerly joined his cause. Some even died for
it, like Andrew Goodman and Mickey Schwerner,
murdered by the Klu Klux Klan during the hot Mis-
sissippi summer of 1964. Black-Jewish relations were
never stronger than when Dr. King was the undis-
puted leader of the civil rights movement, before his
1968 assassination in Memphis. Besides inspired
leaders and workers, however, community organiza-
tions also need money to make an impact. Were Jew-
ish people as generous with dollars as they were
with sympathy for the civil rights cause? !

Shabbat Learner!s Class

Please join Cantor Spierer for a lively, interac-
tive exploration of Shabbat prayers and their abil-
ity to connect us to community, to ourselves, and
to God. Whether you have never attended serv-
ices before or never miss a week, this class will be
an opportunity to sing, learn, share your
thoughts, deepen your understanding, ask your
questions, and gain comfort with the service and
prayers. Each week we will focus on a new sec-
tion of the Shabbat morning liturgy.

No Hebrew reading experience is necessary.
All class sessions are independent, so please feel
encouraged to come for just one session or for all.

Our next class is Tuesday, January 27,
7:30-8:30 PM. RSVPs are always welcome to
cantorsarra@bethelohim.org.
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Adult Ed, Family Ed, School, Brotherhood,
Sisterhood, and Social arms of the CBE
communityare very excited to bring you:

Hankus Netsky
Founder and Director of the
Klezmer Conservatory Band

Artist-in-Residence Weekend
A Klezmer Experience

February 6, 7, 8th 2009

Shabbat Evening Service, Friday, Feburary 6th:
our Rabbi, Cantor Sarra and Dr. Netsky will
create a wonderful worship experience filled

with music

Shabbat morning, February 7th:
parshaShabbat Shira, a Sabbath of Song
Junior Congregation and Adult Torah Study

Sunday morning, February 8th:
a combined Brotherhood /Sisterhood breakfast

featuring Dr. Netsky speak on Klezmer music

School children will be treated to a discussion
with our artist and our very own Klezmer band
will entertain!

Mark your calendar with these dates today.
Watch out for a cosmic orange flyer coming
soon with further details!

This program will be partially sponsored in his

memory by a gracious donation from the
Al Valade Adult Education Fund.

“Do not say, “‘when I have time, I shall study,’
for you may never have the time.” (Pirkei Avot)

Chesed Happenings
Ellen Krueger
978"263"3107
Thanks to a fabulous response for volunteers,
the Chesed Committee is humming along helping
those in the community who need a little extra care.
It's now time to ask you, is there something that you
need from Chesed? It might be a ride, short-term
help with meals during an illness or inability to get
around? Need help grocery shopping? That's the
kind of assistance Chesed is there to provide. It's
confidential. It's there to give you a boost when it’s
necessary. Please let us help if you are in need of it.
Call George Schaffer at 978-263-4341, or email to
chesed@bethelohim.org to get the ball rolling.
The Chesed Committee still needs help in one
area. If you know of news the CBE Community
should know, please call the office or send an email
to chesed@bethelohim.org. We want to help the
Beth Elohim community be aware of what's going
on in the lives of fellow congregants via this article.
That way members can send a note of congratula-
tions, encouragement, or sympathy to those in the
community who would appreciate it. Please pass
your news along. If we don’t know about it, we can’t
share it.
eCondolences to Bobbi Chaiuzzi and family
on the death of Bobbi's father Mr. Bill
Cohen.
*Condolences to Gary Budiansky and
family on the death of Gary’s father, Mr.
Irving Budiansky.
eCondolences Jo-Ellen & Martin Hirsch,
Jennifer & Adam Hoffman, Dawn Hirsch
Krug and their families on the death of
Steven Agin, husband of Hilary Hirsch
Agin.
*Condolences to Shelley Green and family
on the death of her father Cantor Saul
Hammerman.
eCondolences to Michael Margolis and
family on the death of his father Jon
Margolis.
*Best wishes for a refuah schlemaheturn to
good health, to Linda Friedman after hip
surgery. !

Yiddish and Contemporary Israeli Music:
WERS, 88.9 FM, broadcasts Chagigah,
Sunday mornings, 8:00-11:00 AM.
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Sisterhood News
Karen Collins
978"264"4042/k f.collins@comcast.net

A warm & electric hello to all from Sisterhood!
Having emerged from the ice, the Sisterhood has
much for which we are thankful this month.

A very special thank you to Tina Bloom and
Terri Margolis for chairing the new Chanukah bou-
tique evening. The event was a great success with 13
vendors and over 65 people shopping and enjoying
the chocolate and champagne bars. Thank you to all
of our bakers and people who helped work the
event: Eve Aronoff, Tina Bloom, Linda Friedman,
Debbie Foley, Doris Goldstein, Honi Kawut, Ellen
Krueger, Susan Lerner, Debbie Murphy and Katie
Paikin

A huge thank you to Rebecca Bregman for or-
ganizing & running this year’s Community Supper.
The supper was a tremendous success, and all the
more meaningful in light of the economy and the
weather. Thank you to each and every member who
participated in this event and helped the Sisterhood
give back to our community. Rebecca—you're the
best!

We would also like to send our thanks to Bar-
bara Green and Leslie Schroeder for organizing the
wonderful Children’s Storytelling Vacation event.
We hoped that children and adults alike enjoyed the
entertainment! It was a perfect morning destination
during this winter vacation! Thanks again Barbara
and Leslie!

Upcoming Sisterhood Events that you won't
want to miss. At the Fall into Sisterhood Dinner, we
asked what our ladies were interested in doing, we
listened, and now we’re making it happen for you!
Don’t miss out on these upcoming events in 2009!

Night out at the Acton Jazz Café
January 31st, 2009 is the Sisterhood’s Night Out
at The Acton Jazz Café. Come and enjoy a relaxed
meal in a refreshingly casual atmosphere while tak-
ing in some great music at the Acton Jazz Café.

Wine Tasting, January24

If you've always wondered about wine but
never knew where to start, come to our wine tasting
to try a variety of wines and find out the basics of
wine, wine tasting, and pairing wines with menus.
Everyone should plan on bringing one bottle for
everyone to sample. More information is elsewhere
in this issue.

Organizing Your Home, February

Learn from a professional the best steps to take
to create a truly organized home, and how to keep it
that way. This event is not to be missed if you find
yourself surrounded by piles of papers, closets that
you're scared to open, or if you are one of those
people who can never quite find your keys, the
phone book, not to mention the phone.

Passover Desserts, April
No need to dread the end of your Passover meal
any longer. Karen Collins of “babycakes” is going to
show you the ropes for Passover desserts and help
you come up with a dessert menu that is not just
easy but delicious & beautiful.

Other events in the works for this Spring: Wren-
tham Shopping Day in May; A Sunday Walking
Group; and Bunko Game Night

Sisterhood Hoodies for Sale! We would also like
to remind you that Sisterhoodies are still available.
Our hot hoodies are perfect for these cold days of
winter, so order your hoodie today! Contact Eve
Aronoff for size and order information at
Aronoff eve@yahoo.com or at 978-929-0876.

Just a friendly reminder that it’s never too late to
be proactive and sign up for the Oneg date that is
perfect for you and your family! Whether you would
like to honor someone in your family, celebrate an
event or remember a loved one, it is quick and sim-
ple to choose the Oneg date that you want. For more
information, please contact: Honi Kawut at
978-266-9722 /drhoni@comcast.net or Francine
Gilman at fgp21@aol.com /978-392-8585

The Sisterhood Store is still up & running and
ready for business! As we all breathe a collective
sigh of relief that the holidays are behind us, we rec-
ommend some light retail therapy when you find
yourself at CBE with some extra time on your hands.
The merchandise is provided by Ralph Jordan’s, and
every purchase that is made through this Sisterhood
Store directly helps CBE. Inquiries can be made to
Judy in the office during weekday hours, or call
Francine Gilman Perry at 508-277-5637 or Katie
Paikin at 978-263-1292.

Finally, we would like to thank our community
for extending themselves to those in need during the
ice storm in the middle of the month. The sisterhood
sends out a heartfelt thanks to everyone who
worked on this effort to help those without power,
water and heat. Stay safe & warm everyone! !
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Library News
Martin Segal
martinsegal@verizon.net

Reviews

Yo Yok Y
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In Hope, Not Fear: a Path to Jewish Renaissance

by Edgar M. Bronfman and Beth Zaslof, the authors
outline a new agenda for the Jewish community in
North America, one that will ensure that Judaism
grows and thrives in an open society. They call for
welcoming without conditions intermarried fami-
lies, disengaged Jews and GLBT people, for a cele-
bration of Jewish diversity, and for openness in in-
novation and young leadership

The Covenantby Naomi Ragen is indeed a
“page-turner.” Starting rather peacefully in May,
2006 in Jerusalem, a catastrophe occurs almost im-
mediately and involves people from Saudi-Arabia
to California, including major cities on the way.
While the book is written from the standpoint of
someone politically right of center, it nevertheless is
enthralling. Added to the story is a description of
what it means to be a “settler” in the West Bank.
Highly recommended for a quick read.

Amos Oz’s autobiography is a sprawling 539
pages in paperback. A Tale of Love and Darknegses
backwards and forwards in time as in a stream of
consciousness. Different generations come and go
and gradually one gets wrapped up in his story as
seen from various times in various places. I found
the most fascinating pages were his description of
Israel’s War of Independence while his family was
living in Jerusalem. He tells us very briefly many
times of his mother’s death when he was a young
man, but waits until the very end of the book to tell
us the whole story, something I think the psycholo-
gists would have a field day with.

I have recently seen two documentaries which
take the theory that “the six million” is not just one
figure, but that the threads of each person’s life, his
ancestors, his friends, and descendants if there any,
are all intertwined. The films are quite unusual in
putting together people from the past and present,
from the USA and Europe, from varying political
and religious viewpoints. See them if you can: Inheri-
tanceand Hiding and Seeking

Other News
There will be a completely new selection of
books on the sale shelves. The library will take any
kind of books you wish to get rid of to put on our
sale shelves. Just leave them near the library desk.

My Big Fat Puirinn Pairty

W

Persia never had it so good!
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Save the date now for...

Mairch 7
2009
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The Library would like to have a computer newer
than the ones we have. If you are updating we
would be glad to have your old one.

Regarding the statistics of missing books in last
month’s The Stay remember that we would be glad
to see them back, no questions asked. All books
taken out before 2009 are now due, or please e-mail
me for a renewal. I am still hoping to have returned
the DVD Obsession

The Young Adult books are our least frequently
circulated books, but there is some excellent reading
there. During the next six weeks I am going to have
a varying selection of these books on the New Books
shelves, and I advise parents, teachers and students
to browse them, as well as the other YA shelves more
often.

For those of you who do like to use our catalog
to find specific books, please use
bethelohim.org/library on your home com-
puter and then you are all set to either come down
and get the book or realize we don’t have it. Please
e-mail me with any questions you have about our
on-line catalog, and don’t hesitate to ask for reserves
or make suggestions for new purchases.

Thanks go to Sandy Haber for her continuing
work with me finishing off the catalog computeriza-
tion. Thanks go to the following for their gift of
books: Ellen Valade, Michele Barabash, and Les and
Judy Kramer for a book in honor of Cantor Sarra’s
birthday, Music in Jewish History and Culture !
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Answers For the People of Chelm

and Any Other Curious Souls

1. Jewish people should be honored that the
stirring words of the prophet Isaiah were chosen
for the engraving on the cornerstone of the UN.
The passage is from early in the Book of Isaiah,
Chapter 2, Verse 4. The prophet’s vision of the ul-
timate reign of God, when the lion shall lie down
with the lamb and the sword will be beaten into a
plowshare, has inspired many in the western
world. His messages of comfort are read as the
prophetical portions in the synagogue in the
weeks following the fast of Tu B’shvat in January.
Interestingly, the same passage also appears in
Chapter 4 Verse 3 of the Book of Micah. The
prophet Micah preached about the same time as
the better known Isaiah.

2. Because of his great stature as the leader,
and in a doctrinal sense the very embodiment, of
the world’s largest religion, every deed and word
of a Pope is magnified. And far more than any of
his predecessors, John Pope II made entreaties to
the Jewish people and to address the Church'’s role
in the suffering of centuries. He did many things
that have moved scholars and common people
alike. The one that most moved James Carroll,
however, was not the most publicized. It occurred
when the Pope “stood in devotion before that
remnant of the Temple” and offered a simple

prayer at the Western Wall, following the sacred
custom of Jews for ages. The Pope thus honored
Jews at home in Israel. Because of the importance
he attaches to mending the historic breach and
ending persecution, Carroll found the Pope’s ges-
ture the “single most momentous act of his pa-
pacy.” Carroll's own work is also an important
step in building bridges between the two faiths.
But there is more to do. As encouraged as he is by
the Pope’s efforts, Carroll believes the Pope’s and
Church’s work is still far from completed. He
closes ConstantineOs Swordith a call to his fellow
Christians for reform in several critical areas.

3. Reverend Martin Luther King had a very
special affection for Jewish people, and the feeling
was mutual. In fact, during the heyday of the civil
rights movement in the 50’s and 60’s, it is esti-
mated that Jews contributed about half of the sup-
port funds—far out of proportion to their numbers
in the general population or even the progressive
community. It is worth noting that Dr. King also
had a special connection with the Boston area. He
received his doctorate at Boston University. His
use of nonviolent civil disobedience to achieve
social goals earned him a Nobel Prize as he further
developed this great tradition, rooted in the writ-
ings of Concord’s Henry David Thoreau, that In-
dia’s great Mahatma Gandhi brought to the
world’s attention.

JCC Mid-Year Preschool Enrollment

Why does your young preschooler need pre-
school now? Young children are naturally very
curious about the world around them; and are ca-
pable of learning a great deal about its workings
through their experiences. At the JCC Early Learn-
ing Center, we believe children bring prior experi-
ences to the group and learn best through relation-
ships and in relation to each other.

We are now welcoming mid-year enrollment
for children turning 2.8 years as of January 1, 2009.

Our NAEYC accredited program offers fami-
lies a safe and caring environment that is dedi-
cated to nurturing the development of curious and
caring, self-reliant and self-confident young chil-
dren. We are committed to excellence based on

reflective practice. The focus is on each child, not
considered in isolation, but in relation to the fam-
ily, other children, the staff, the community and
society. A way of Jewish life is woven into our eve-
ryday program, creating opportunities for children
to make their own connection to rituals and an
understanding of Jewish values. Located at the
synagogue., the Center’s program is culturally
diverse, open to children ages 15 months through
5 years. Open year round 7:30 AM - 6:00 PM, part-
day and full-day options for 3, 4, or 5 days per
week (2 days for toddler only). To schedule a tour,
contact Ronit Ben-Shir, at rbenshir@jccgb.org
or 978-266-9988, or visit our website at
www.jccearlylearning.org.

Get the Metrowest Jewish Reporter free, call 508-872-4808.
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Mark the Date: February 1, 2009 10:00 AM

The World-Wide Wrap returns to CBE

The World Wide Wrap is an interna-
tional program of the Federation of Jewish
Men’s Clubs that allows Jews from all over
the world to join together to practice and
learn about the performance of the mitzvah
of wrapping tebllin. While it is still early, as
of the time this is being written, 3282 indi-
viduals have already signed up to be a part
of this event.

Jews of all ages, males and females, left-
ies and righties, inside wrappers, outside
wrappers and maybe even a gangsta’
wrapper will gather in the CBE sanctuary
for instruction on the make-up of the phy-
lacteries, the content of the parchment
within them, the procedures and prayers for
both putting them on, and for removing
them.

Already have your own tePllin? Dust
them off and bring them along. Don’t have
your own tePllin? We’ll have a few sets that
will be made available for your use. Want to
obtain your own set? Check here:
http://fjmc.org/StoreTefillin.ht
ml

If you are already acquainted with the
process and want to aid others, please con-
sider volunteering to mentor others. We’ll
have a core group of individuals available
who are comfortable with the process who
will be glad to impart their knowledge/
experience to anyone who might request it.

Get ready to wrap and roll.

Future Breakfasts

Look for announcements for the
program for the breakfast on Sunday,
January 11th at 9:00 AM.

Mark your Calendars for the
Scholars-In-Residence breakfast on Sun-
day, February 8th at 9:00 AM. This
breakfast is sponsored by the Adult
Education Committee, Brotherhood, and
Sisterhood.

JCC Shalom Friends

Looking for a fun and interactive “par-
ent and me” class with a Jewish twist? The
JCCs of Greater Boston is offering our sec-
ond session of “Shalom Friends,” an inno-
vative, award winning program that de-
velops a child’s love of Jewish life through
song, movement and art.

The one hour, weekly classes are
geared towards families with children from
birth to five years of age. Children and
family members play with instruments,
sing, and dance with ribbons and scarves.
They even play with alef/bet beach balls
while learning about Shabbat, Israel, the
holidays and more.

Each family receives an original music
CD and song book to enjoy at home or in
the car. This is a wonderful way to meet
other young families raising Jewish chil-
dren in the area and to create happy
memories with your children.

The new session of Shalom Friends
classes will be offered at the synagogue, at
the JCC Early Learning Center, on
Wednesdays (9:30-10:30 AM), beginning
January 7th. All are welcome! Families
need not be members of the JCC or Early
Learning Center to participate.

For more information and to register,
please contact Helaine Katz at 978-266-9988
or hkatz@jccgb.org.

-10 -
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Donations

The congregation thanks our members, their relatives and friends,
and the larger community for donations recently received...

To the General Fund from:

Ronald Mark Associates, Inc., in memory
of Sheila Galland

Deborah & Larry Todisco, with thanks and
appreciation to Cantor Sarra Spierer for all
her guidance, and for sharing her
beautiful voice during the Shabbat service
when David became a Bar Mitzvah

Alex & Vera Moshkevich, in memory of
Alex’s mother, Nady Berestetskaya

Tammie & Tom Burns & Family, in
memory of Alyssa Licht Held's father,
Marvin Licht

Michelle & Chris Siegert, in memory of
Bobbie Chiauzzi’s father, Bill Cohen

Chips & David Naparstek, in memory of
Gary Budiansky’s father, Irving
Budiansky

Chips & David Naparstek, in memory of
Bobbie Chiauzzi’s father, Bill Cohen

Chips & David Naparstek, with best
wishes to Sharon Malkin for a complete
and speedy recovery

The Galland Family, in memory of Sheila
Galland

Doris & Henry Apfelbaum, in memory of
Irving Budiansky, Gary Budiansky’s father

Doris & Henry Apfelbaum, in memory of
Steven Agin, Hilary Agin’s husband

Mark & Beverly Aronson, in appreciation
of our services and programs

Beth Schrager & Jeff Handler, in memory
of Steven Agin, with condolences to
Hilary, Ben, Jenna and the extended
Hirsch families

To the Stuart Markowitz Fund from:

Laurie & Richard Halperin, in memory of
beloved father & grandfather, Michael
Kraiterman

Laurie & Richard Halperin, in memory of
beloved wife and mother, Karen Ness

Adelle Markowitz, in honor of the 90th
birthday of Charles Fienberg

Adelle Markowitz, in memory of Norton
Aronson

Adelle Markowitz, in memory of Barbara
Samuels

To the Amy Naparstek Fund from:

Chips & David Naparstek, in honor of
Cindy Gluck’s marriage

Chips & David Naparstek, in memory of
Hilary Agin’s husband, Steve Agin

Suzanne & Herman Kabakoff, in memory
of Irving Budiansky, Gary Budiansky’s
father

Suzanne & Herman Kabakoff, in memory
of Frederick Ogrodnick, David
Ogrodnick’s father

Stephen & Joan Gluck, in fond memory of
Amy
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Donations

The congregation thanks our members, their relatives and friends,
and the larger community for donations recently received...

To the Bridge to the Future Fund from:

Pat & Pekka Sinervo, wishing Natalie
Matus a speedy recovery

Doris & Freddy Goldstein, in loving
memory of Carl Rosenkopf, father of
Doris and grandfather of Carri, Alicia and
Emily

Doris & Freddy Goldstein, in loving
memory of Minnie Goldstein, mother of
Freddy, grandmother of Carri, Alicia and
Emily

Doris & Freddy Goldstein, in memory of
Frederick Ogrodnick, father of David
Ogrodnick

Doris & Freddy Goldstein, wishing Mazel
tov to the Gluck Family on the marriage of
their daughter Cindy to Zafra Whitcomb

Doris & Freddy Goldstein, wishing Mazel
tov to Judy & Gary Budiansky on the birth
of their newest grandson, Ryan Quinn
Budiansky

Iris Stutman and Family, to commemorate
Gerson Stutman at his yahrzeit

Linda & Denis Friedman, in memory of
Irving Budiansky, Gary Budiansky’s father

Linda & Denis Friedman, in memory if
Bill Cohen, Bobbie Chiauzzi’s father

Karen & Carl Siegel, in memory of their
dear cousin, Elliot Young

Karen & Carl Siegel, in memory of Sheila
Galland, who will be remembered for all
the work she did for Soviet Jewry for so
many years

Karen & Carl Siegel, wishing their dear
friend, Ginny Rhude, a happy and healthy
new year

To the RabbiOs Discretionary Fund from:

Deborah & Larry Todisco, with
appreciation and thanks to Rabbi Mintz
for all his guidance, knowledge and
humor preparing David to become a Bar
Mitzvah

Chips & David Naparstek, with gratitude
for his warm and heartfelt words at Ida
Naparstek’s unveiling

Walter Naparstek, with thanks for Rabbi
Mintz” wonderful words at Ida
Naparstek’s unveiling

To the School Fund from:

Deborah & Larry Todisco, with thanks and
appreciation to Cesar Habif for all of his
kindness, patience, and wisdom, and for
helping David to become a Bar Mitzvah

Leann Shamash, in memory of Irving
Budiansky, Gary Budiansky’s father

Leann Shamash, in memory of Bill Cohen,
Bobbie Chiauzzi’s father

To the Gerson Stutman Fund from:

Beth Schrager & Jeff Handler, on the
occasion of Gerson'’s yahrzeit honoring
him (and the small group) for insight and
foresight in creating a Jewish community
in the woods

-12 -
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Donations

The congregation thanks our members, their relatives and friends,
and the larger community for donations recently received...

To the General Fund for the High Holyday
Appeal, from:

Gregg & Eve Aronoff

To the Choir Fund from:

Deborah & Larry Todisco, with thanks to
the choir for their beautiful music during
the Shabbat service when David became a
Bar Mitzvah

To the Piano Fund from:

Anonymous, in appreciation of Waky’s
persistence

To the Capital Fund from:

Beth Schrager & Jeff Handler, in memory

of Irving Budiansky, Gary Budiansky’s
father

To the Mortgage Reduction Fund from:
Beth Schrager & Jeff Handler, in honor of
Katie Paikin & Susan Lerner for sustaining
our community

Beth Schrager, in memory of Ira Schrager
on the occasion of his yahrzeit

To the Chesed Fund from:

Iris Stutman, in memory of Irving
Budiansky, father of Gary Budiansky

To the Al Valade Fund from:

Ellen Valade, in memory of Gary
Budiansky’s father, Irving Budiansky

To the Family Education Fund from:

Susan & Paul Linet, in memory of Steven
Agin, Hilary Agin’s husband

Sisterhood Membership News

Wine Tasting,
Saturday January 24, 7:00-9:00 PM

Join us at the home of Helaine and Bob Katz
for an evening of wine tasting, appetizers, desserts
and fun. Bring a bottle of white wine and either an
appetizer or dessert. With holiday celebrations
complete, treat yourself to an enjoyable and stress
free night out. Sisterhood members are free;
spouses and significant others are invited to come.
There is a $5 charge for all non--sisterhood mem-
bers. We can’t wait to see you on January 24th, at
48 Lakewood Road in Stow. Please RSVP by
Wednesday, January 21st by calling 978-568-9286.

Looking to connect with Sisterhood? We are
excited to announce our new first year member-

ship “Chai Sister” which is $18 for the year and our
newly named Sustaining Membership “L’chaim
Sister” which is $40 for the year.
Sisterhood is for everyone—you should be-
come a member if you:
e are a member of CBE or not yet affiliated
with any congregation
e have no children, young children, older
children or grandchildren
e live locally in Acton, Boxborough, Stow,
Maynard, Bolton, Harvard, Littleton,
Chelmsford, Westford, Groton, Concord
e live faraway in Florida, California, Texas,
Israel and just want to stay in touch.
Choose how involved you want to be or have
time to be. To join today, contact, Helaine Katz
978-568-9286.
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CBE Sisterhood Presents:

THE ACTON JA7Z CAFE

SAVE THE DATE FOR AN EVENING OF
DINNER AND MUSIC
January 31, 2009 from 7:00-11:00 pm
Shimon Ben-Shir Group will be performing

|  Dinner entrées include salad and dessert
$30/pp for pasta entrée, $35/pp for salmon entrée

| Limited seating so book now!
Deadline for signing up: Jan. 15th

Make check out to: CBE Sisterhood
Mail to: Arlene Weiss 25 Stoneymeade Way, Acton
Questions: contact Doris Goldstein
devorahdoragoldstein@gmail.com or Arlene Weiss at
arleneweiss@earthlink.com
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Congregation Beth Elohim
133 Prospect Street
Acton, MA 01720

(978) 263-3061

Mah

Jongg
Tournamen
In Acton!

Sunday,
March 22, 2009
1:30 b 5:00 PM

* Will be following National Mah Jongg
Association rules

** Please let us know if you have a Mah Jongg

set you can bring. Thanks!

Questions regarding the tournament, contact
Sue Seger at segerr@comcast.net

Pre-registration required with non-
refundable paymentNmail in completed

form and check, $10 per person, payable to
Congregation Beth Elohim to: Congregation
Beth Elohim, PO Box 2218, Acton, MA

01720 by March 12, 2009. Attn: Sue Seger.

Sign-in :1:30 - 2:00 PM at Congregation
Beth Elohim. Play begins at 2PM and finish
at5 PM.

Registration fee: Only $10 Includes: Light
refreshments & Awards to winners.

Remember to bring your own 2008 Mah
tJongg Card to the event!

Open to the community—
bring your family & friends!

Name:

Phone #

Email:
Level of play:
" Beginner "

Intermediate " Advanced

Name:

Phone #

Email:
Level of play:
" Beginner "

Intermediate " Advanced

Name:

Phone #

Email:
Level of play:
" Beginner "

Intermediate " Advanced
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The congregation calendar is also online at http
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http://www.bethelohim.org/star_current/calendar.htm
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The deadline for Articles submitted to The

the February issue of Starmust include a contact
The Staris January 15 name in case of questions.
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